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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 

PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR’S  CLOSING ADDRESS TO THE 

2ND PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 

Good afternoon my dear Brothers and Co-workers. 

I would like to thank the almighty God for his guidance and pro-

tection both during the Pre-Chapter and the Chapter period.  

On the other hand, special thanks to the Father General, Bro Je-

sus ETAYO, Bros Paschal ADOGNEHON and Andre SENE; 
and the moderator, Fr. Alphonse AMANOR and the entire 

capitulants.  

I will like to remark that the period of the Pre-Chapter was very 

good for us and the fraternal atmosphere in the hall during this 

whole period was fine, so we should keep it up. This is a sign 

that our province is getting to the maturity stage in the way of 

looking at issues.  

As you have all realized the Province is full of youthful age, so I 

am calling on you all to work hard to improve the lives of the 

brothers and the patients. I am also asking you all to put the past 

behind us and join hands as a team in Africa to work together for 

the growth and sustainability of our Province. Also, maintain the 
international spirit of the Province because it is our biggest ad-

vantage in Africa.  

Nevertheless, I want us to draw our attention to important issues 

that kept on surfacing during the chapter:  

Community and prayer life in our communities must be 

taken seriously 

Vocation promotion, bioethics and pastoral care of the sick 

are issues that the entire Province need to work hard on.  

Our identity as Hospitaller Brothers should be able to market 

us in the manner we treat our co-workers, clients, stake-

holders and our immediate authorities.  

The respect of our authority and the values and policies of 

our province must be upheld.  

Emphasis on initial, continuous and permanent formation 

should be taken care of for a good and solid province  

In the next four years we are calling for your continuous collabo-

ration with the curia because we want to bring he curia closer to 

the communities through the formation of the (MAB) chairmen.  

Last of all we have to be witness of our charism and apostolate in 

all that we do as brothers of St. John of God. Let the superiors of 

our communities continue to serve as the spiritual directors of the 

community.  I call on you all to pay special attention to the rules, 

regulations and policies of the various country and stakeholder 
who partner with us in our various missions for a smooth and 

holistic collaboration for the good of the poor and needy; this 

should remain our focal point as Hospitaller Brothers.  

Once again I thank you all. Lets remain united in the Spirit of St. 

John of God. 

Bro Bartholomew KAMARA, 

Provincial Superior, St. Augustine Province of Africa.  

POST CHAPTER DEVELOPMENTS 

The new Provincial definitory set to work immedi-

ately after the close of the 2nd provincial chapter. 

They met at accra twice after the chapter, and the 

outcome of the meetings is as follows: 

RENEWAL OF SIMPLE VOWS 

The Following Brothers were approved to renew their 

simple vows in the Hospitaller Order of St. John of 

God:  

The following brothers have been accepted to renew 

their vows. 

i. Br. Ambroise NGONDI (7th year) 

ii. Br. Henry A.B. DUMBUYA (7th year) 

iii. Br. Kédrick SIMEENDA  (5th year) 

iv. Br. Atanasio MTHILANGE (5th year) 

v. Br. Pascal KEITA ( 5th year) 

vi. Br. Jean Abdoulaye DIONE (5th year) 

vii. Br. Benedict KANUBr. (3rd year) 

viii. Br. Victor KARGBO (3rd year) 

ix.  

x. Br. Samuel CAETANO (2nd year) 

xi. Br. Francis BANGURA (3rd year) 

xii. Br. Terence TITA (2nd year) 

 

 



APPOINTMENTS AND HANDING OVERS 

1. KOFORIDUA:    PHASE ONE 

On the 11/06/2014 the Provincial Definitory arrived Ko-

foridua in the evening where they spent the night. Early 

in the morning after mass the Provincial Superior met 

with the brothers in the community chapel where he pre-

sented director Br George Castro and Superior Br Johan-

ness TORWOE, to the community. He invited all the 

brothers to work as one and give the new chairman of 

the MAB Br Johnn Oppong the support he would need to 

coordinate the three centers in Ghana.  

After, the next stage was a visit to the Bishop of Ko-

foridua Diocese to informed him  about the outcome of 

and the changes the Provincial Chapter made concerning 

the centers and communities in Ghana. The Bishop was 

very happy with the new changes and promised to con-

tinue supporting the brothers in their mission, particu-

larly here in Koforidua.  

From the Bishop’s office,  the Provincial Superior met 

with the staff of Koforidua in the Jubilee tent and pre-

sented the  new superior and director to them. The staff 

received the announcement with joy and applause.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHASE TWO: HANDING OVER IN GHANA 

Br Joseph handing over the stamp of the community 

to the provincial 

Bros Johannes and Castro receiving the 

community and hospital seals from the  

Provincial Superior in Koforidua 



The Provincial Superior, Bro Bartholomew KAMARA; together with  Br Michael K, Br John Oppong, Br Linus Tangu, Br Johanness T., Br. 

Castro  Y. and Br Paulinus T. arrived at Asafo 6:pm local time and they were received  with gun salut by the friends of St John of God.  

The following day after mass the Provincial met the brothers in  the community and introduced the new superior/director, Br. John 

OPPONG and called on all the bothers  to support him especially in his work as the chairman of the MAB for Ghana. 

The Provincial called on the staff to stay clear of brothers’ affairs; to leave brother’s issues to brothers and concentrate on the hospital 

work. He added that if anyone did not understand anything he/should ask rather than talking about things they do not understand. He 

thanked Bro Samuel AKONI for his service as to the hospital and called on him to support the new director so that they could work 

together as a team. He  pointed out that Bro Samuel was  the only Ghanaian brother who is a medical assistant and said this was a 

privilege to him. 

THE UNIT COMMITTEE IN ASAFO  

After the meeting with the staff, the Provincial Superior met with the Unit Committee 

and the Local Assembly of Asafo. These two groups are very influential in the running of 

affairs in  Asafo and had had an interest in the choice of the director of Asafo Hospital 

after the Provincial Chapter. One of the factions had visited the Provincial in Accra in an 

attempt to influence him in the choice of director for Asafo; while another faction had 

been planning demonstrations if the choice of director did not suit them. The Provincial 

explained to them that the Order was not a political party or setup where decisions 

could be influenced from outside. He said that the Brothers in Asafo needed the local 

community to be able to carry out their mission effectively, but added that this could be done only through collaboration. They were 

very happy with the outcome of the discussion and promised to work together with the brothers.  

3. CAMEROON 
BATIBO 

Echoes from Cameroon say the handing over process is 

going smoothly though slowly but surely. In Batibo on the 

2/7/2014 the process ended with a send off party for Br. 

Albel FOMINYEN and Fr. Raphael TEH and at the same 

time  Br Linus TANGU, the MAB Chairperson for Camer-

oon and director of Batibo, was welcomed. 

 

PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR ADDRESSING 

THE STAFF IN ASAFO 

2. ASAFO 



4. Sierra Leone 

Also echoes from Sierra Leone reveled that the handing  over process was a smooth one despite  the fact 

that the deadly virus Ebola touched the hospital at the same time the process was taking place. Considering 

the fact that such disease could spread through contact for example body sweat, brothers were so coura-

geous in the mist of all these to still show fraternal love to one another through hand shake; a big risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. SENEGAL 

Au Sénégal, les frères se rassemblent comme une seule famille avec le Président du Conseil consultatif 

Manegement Frere Etienne SENE lors de la remise sur le processus. 

Br Johannes  the out going superior of Lun-

sar handing to Br Nestor BANBOYE the new 

Local Superior hand over notes. 

5. KENYA  

 NAIROBI 

Provincial Superior Br Bartholomew  KAMARA met with the Vice Provincial Superior of Togo and 

Benin Bro. Boniface  SAMBIENI  in Nairobi on the 10/7/2014 and see to the smooth handing over 

from Bro. Nicholas NSALE (the outgoing scholastic master) to the new formation team of the St 

John of God formation house Nairobi – Kenya. 

The new team comprises of Bro Leopold GNAMNI (Superior and Master of the house), Fr Raphael T. 

NGONG in charge of the Academic Affairs ( to make sure that the Brothers chose spiritual courses 

with proper orientation and guidance especially with the directives), Bro. Jacob as the bursar of 

the house. 

The  new formation team was called to make sure that they work together in the interest 

of the interprovincial formation commission. Make sure that they follow the footsteps of 

Bro. Nicholas N. whom everybody appreciate in Nairobi. For them to be good examples to 

the Brothers for the good of the formation in Africa. They also insisted on the frequent 

sending of financial and other reports to the Curia in Accra, Rome and Benin. They visited 

the Archbishop of Nairobi to introduce the new team. 

Tigania                                                                                                          

The Provincial Superior also visited Tigania community and met with the acting management team of the 

hospital. and encourages them to continue to relieve pain and suffering from those who visit their facility.                                  

On the 16/7/2014 he left Kenya back to Accra Ghana. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTER- COMMUNITIES FEAST DAY CELEBRATION IN 

GHANA 

On the evening 29th of June 2014 the community of Ko-

foridua hosted the brothers from communities of Asafo and 

Accra for a joint fraternal celebration of feast days of the 

following brothers: Br John OPPONG, Br. JOHANNES 

TORWOE, Br. Paul BANAANGTEN and Br Paulinus TOH 

KISAM. The occasion was marked by special gifts to the 

four brothers. This  practice is a way to encourages unity and 

love among the brothers  in Ghana. Present at the occasion 

was the Provincial superior who thanked all the brothers 

who had travelled all the way from Accra and Asafo to be 

part of this occasion. He thanked Br James in a special way 

for letting go of his sleep, despite old age and ill-health,  to 

celebrate with the brothers. He said this was a sign of        

sincerity and fraternal love. The celebration  ended the fol-

lowing day Sunday 29/06/2014 with Holy Mass before the 

brothers returned to their different communities.  

 

PROJECTS 

1 Amrahia Clinic Accra.  

                Foundation  just finish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From May 2014 when they started the foundation up to now this 

is how far they have reached. If the contractor continues at this 

pase before the ten month period given for the project  is 

reached, they might have completed the project. The work is 

progressing smoothly as planned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Douala. 

After a long period of dependence on a small generator for  

source of light, the residence of the brothers to day the 9th  June 

2014  reconnected to the national grid A.E.S SONEL. This will 

improve on their living condition and hence  facilitate their   

apostolic mission in Douala. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE OF HEALTH OF BROTHERS 

1. LIBERIA 

Bro Patrick NSHAMDZE of Liberia community, has been se-

verely ill for over a week now.  Because of Ebola virus outbreak 

in Liberia, test for the Ebola virus were conducted on him, and 

IT CAME OUT NEGATIVE. Arrangements are being made for 

him to be transferred to Ghana for further medical attention. We 

thank the Brothers of Liberia Community, especially Bro Mi-

guel PAJARES and Bro George COMBEY, who are looking 

after him. Lets continue to pray for him. 

2. GHANA 

Bro James  BOAKYE YIADOM  of Koforidua community who 

was sick since the beginning of this year has made speedy re-

covery. He is still continuing his treatment at the Koforidua 

community and is expected to make full recovery soon. The 

brothers in Ghana joined him recently to celebrate his feast day. 

We continue to pray for him to give him health and strength to 

enjoy his retirement after many years of service in the Order. 



Reflections by brothers 

I) THE STRUGGLE OF A LIMPING OLD WOMAN IN 

ORDER TO SURVIVE. (NGUTI)  

By Br Paulinus TOH 

Year in year out same stories are told of this woman in 

question. I heard of the stories from afar and I finally came 

and stayed with her, shared in her day to day struggle in 

order for her to survive. This woman has put to bed many 

children. Some of these children have been abandoned to 

some good Samaritans who have welcomed them as their 

own children. Today this woman admires these aban-

doned children as they progress. Such abandoned children 

include St. John Health centre Mamfe. One of her children 

is getting rusted in the bush like Tinto Health Centre. The 

old woman’s heart bleeds seeing her child in such a state. 

The other children of whom she still has a say such as St 

John of God Health Centre Batibo and the health Centre 

Boko Douala are growing. This gives joy and hope to the 

woman. 

Many hands have been stretched here and there just to 

support this woman but no green light is forthcoming. 

Many promises have been made to support this woman.  

Some have been fulfilled their and others are still a mys-

tery. Have a look at the list of some of her day to day 

struggles. 

A) WAHALA ROAD LINKING NGUTI AND THE NEAREST 
TOWNS, KUMBA AND MAMFE 

You can imagine what the 
old woman experience on 
daily basis. When the car 
succeed to reach the town it 
is clear that the car must go 
to garage and same thing 
when it reaches home. In 
this situation, drugs bought 
or taken on credit; to pay 
back you are forced to sell 
them at a high price in order 
to maintain the car, pay sup-
pliers, pay taxes and worst of 

all salaries. At the end of the month the old woman finds 
herself running at a deficit no savings and the vicious cycle 
continues. 
   

 

 
B) SHE SAID LET ME TRY FARMING 

The people struggling with the lady are equally spending 

sleepless nights try to make ends meet. Sometimes the 

clients could not afford to pay for the basic minimum ser-

vices we render due to poverty. In such a situation the old 

lady will be forced to go into negotiations somehow in 

kind to meet up with their bills. And this is how the old 

lady got this piece of coca farm to exploit it for a number 

of years before returning to the owner. 

In other to have the few cups of cocoa you see here you 

must inject money for clearing, spraying several times, 

pruning, harvesting and gathering, breaking, transporttion 

to road side, fuel the car to carry to an oven and finally 

selling. At the end money invested in the farm will not 

even be realised and the old lady finds herself at a deficit 

and there comes again the vicious cycle. Imagine road to 

the farm is another wahala. 

C) STRUGGLE TO MAINTAIN CONSTANT LIGHTING AND WATER 

After a busy day when evening comes she tried to put her 

head on the bed to rest and if she is lucky she can sleep till 

morning. But in an unlucky day before the cock’s crews at 

dawn she will turn to switch on the light in order to ease 

herself, there is black out or she turns the shower no drop 

of water. What has happened? The pipeline is either burst 

or disconnected in the forest. By force a team must enter 

the forest to solve the problem. This involves buying mate-

rials and feeding for this team while in the forest. If the old 

lady is lucky the problem can be resolved in one day if not 

two days or more. The little money she has be gathering 

looking forward to the end of the month to pay salaries 

she has started trimming it down leading to a deficit at the 

end of the month again a vicious cycle. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine while people are heading to Sunday mass they are heading to the forest in order to 

keep the mission alive in Nguti 

 

 

 

 

 

No drop of water here, it is usually filled with water. Now it has been filled by leaves 

and stones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Normal flow of water and the old lady finally gets power  supply. 

Food for taught are services still needed in Nguti? You and me must answer this question sincerely. 

22nd  Sunday 2013 in the morning hour 

heading into the forest to solve the   

problem of electricity that happened 

at night the eve of this Sunday 



HERE I AM LORD SEND ME  

Dear brothers and co- workers in Christ, 

I am very grateful to the Almighty God for the pro-

tection given to me throughout my stay in Sierra 

Leone. I thank the community in a very special way 

for the collaboration given to me during my 

quatriannum of office as a superior. Very special 

thanks also to the Director Br. Peter for his tremen-

dous achievements and support given to me, though 

it was not very rosy, but full of challenges, I was 

able to do my best by the grace of God. In fact, l 

really enjoyed my stay there. I know I might have 

offended some of you brothers and co-workers, in 

my actions, words and deeds . I therefore asked for 

clemency and pardon. I am sorry; Please forgive me. 

Will not forget you but, will continue to pray for 

you. 

During the Ebola saga, we were all very much 

afraid; my experience there during the last week 

concerning the spread of the Ebolavirus filoviridae 

and how many staff were being admitted coupled 

with manifestations of Signs and Symptoms, some 

dying one after the other at the hospital, put terri-

ble fears in all of us. If I remember the number of 

patients and staff that died and confirmed positive, I 

said to myself “we are dead”. During the last 

few days before my departure, no more 

touching nor hand shaking as l used to. Now 

it was either hands in pocket or folded.  God 

is with us; however, international precau-

tions must be taken always. Hand washing. 

In the plane; two passengers in front of me, 

all their conversation was about the Ebola, 

the killer disease, that  they heard many 

people in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea 

Conakry  died. I was not very comfortable. 

My fears aggravated, the more when we landed at 

the Liberian air-port to pick some passengers. Eh! 

eh! Look, some are coming, they will infect us. 

There was an empty seat near me. I PRAYED THAT 

NO BODY COMES CLOSER TO ME. 

Before the serving of the food in the plane, a par-

ticular man, a Muslim by appearance visited the toi-

let two times. And behold, during the actual serving 

of the food, the man got up again to go to the toilet. 

There was no way for him to pass because they 

were serving the food. The man was forcing his way 

through and all eyes were now on him. One of the 

passengers who were in front of me said: “what is 

this man doing? “Maybe it is Ebola diarrhea, be-

cause of the frequency going to the toilet. And this 

was in the hearing of many people seated around. 

The other one said ah “we are all at a very high 

risk .Some refused to eat the food. 

Then on the arrival to the Kotoka International Air-

port, Ghana, questionnaires were issued to all pas-

sengers such as: Coming from where?,?, have you 

being in contact with any Ebola infected person ? 

Or from Endemic area?  Any headache?, vomiting? 

Diarrhea? etc…..Imagine my answers. 

Declaration of self. Though I had no symptoms as 



above, my heart started beating fast.  I asked to be 

quarantined after thorough investigation; my iden-

tity was taken for a follow up by the Airport health 

team. On arrival to the house that very evening, I 

refused to shacked hands with anybody. Late that 

evening, I had a called from Sierra Leone that, the 

patient I held while praying has been tested positive 

(+) 

I said lord, I am finished, forgive me my sins, do not 

let me die through this I prayed. And since then I 

was not myself, I experienced sleepless night, wor-

ried all over and not comfortable because I know any-

thing at all can happen to me. I started counting the 

days, to die after 21 days.  

 Six days of psychological trauma and phobia, another 

call came from the hospital that, that very patient has 

been proven negative (-). I took a deep breath, 

thanked the Lord God. New life has begun. My fer-

vent prayer is that, God indeed will protect you from 

this disease, especially Dr. Emmanuel the Living 

Saint. May God bless you all. 

Rev. Br.  Johannes  Baptista  Torwoe. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION ON THE EVANGELICAL COUNSEL OF 
POVERTY         

By Rev. Br. Paul BAANGMEN  

 
‘What is the essence of taking a vow of poverty when the world as 

a whole is trying to eradicate poverty?’ (Fr. Augustine OKEYO).  

 

Most of us are caught up in a dilemma of this ques-

tion. The vow of poverty as I will agree with many 

writers, is a call for positive living ( to love, to 

share, and to serve) not negative renunciation.  

 

It is a call for we religious, by helping people to in-

vest their God given talents and gifts so as to im-

prove their lives and the lives of their neighbors.  In 

this way they can live a dignified human life that 

benefits the image of God which they are. ( John 10: 

10) I came that they may have life, and have it more 

abundantly. To be continued in the next issue… 

 


