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Who are Hospitaller Brothers? 

 

F 
ather Timothy Radcliffe, O,P in a Keynote Address to the U.S. 
Conference of Major Superiors for Men (CMSM) August 8, 
1996, reflected on the religious identity: 

 

 
Twenty years later, the answer to the question: "Who are we reli-
gious?", has come from "The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrat-
ed Life and Societies of Apostolic Life", to help appreciate and better 
promote the vocation of religious brothers, the Vatican released a 50-
page reflection on the importance of their life and mission of evangeli-
zation, fraternity and sacrifice, entitled: “Identity and Mission of the Re-
ligious Brother in the Church” in five languages Dec. 14 , 2015, as 
a guide for the whole church. 
 
The document is meant to highlight “the richness and necessity of all 
the vocations in the church, especially the vocation of lay religious life 
for men and women.” The reflection is intended to help all members of 
the church become more aware and better appreciate the service and 
gifts of religious brothers, and help encourage and guide them in living 
their vocation “with authenticity and joy.”  The instruction underlines the 
importance of serving like the Good Shepherd in order to make Christ 
present in the world and to enlighten, bless, raise up, heal and free hu-
manity. Consequently, Religious brothers should not see any human 
situation as “alien” to their presence in the world. In other words, 
whether they engage in manual labor, defend human rights, teach, 
work in health care or serve in other ways, religious brothers must ac-
cept God’s invitation to go to the world’s peripheries and lead people to 
salvation.. 
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Editorial 

Who are we religious? How do we fit into the fabric and the structure of the 
Church? We often try to answer by placing ourselves in terms of that hierarchy. 
Are we lay or are we clerical, or somewhere half way between the two? Or we 
may answer by placing ourselves over against the hierarchy, as the prophetic 
individuals shaking our fists at The Institutional Church. But that is the wrong 
sort of map. I think that it is rather as if one were to look for the Rockies on a 
map that gave the boundaries of the States of America. Are they in Colorado or 
are they in Wyoming? Why cannot we see the mountains?...But our vocation as 
religious brings to light the deepest narrative structure of every human life. Dur-
ing my first class as a novice, the novice master drew a large circle on the 
board and told us: "Well lads, that's all the theology you need to know. All 
comes from God and all goes to God." It turned out to be a bit more complex 
than that! But the claim of our faith is that every human life is a response to a 
summons from God to share the life of the Trinity. This is the deep narrative in 
every human life. I discover who I am in answering that call. What he said to 
Isaiah he says to me: "the Lord called me before I was born, he named me from 
my mother's womb." A name is not a useful label but an invitation. To be some-
one is not to choose an identity off the supermarket shelf (hell's angel, pop star, 
Franciscan); it is to respond to the one who summons me to life: "Samuel, Sam-
uel" calls the voice in the night. And he answers, "Speak Lord, your servant is 
listening." 
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The document further affirms that: “Today more 
than ever, the world needs consecrated per-
sons who, from the heart of secular realities 
and of human life itself, bear witness to know-
ing and loving the God of life.”  That religious 
brothers can be the “prophets for our time” 
which is witnessing “great social change.”  
What is needed, it said, is “the prophesy of 
hospitality,” in which all people are wel-
comed; a “prophesy of the meaning of life” that 
helps people discover the essential; a 
“prophesy of the affirmation of feminine val-
ues,” which supports and appreciates the pres-
ence and vision of women; “the prophesy of the 
care and protection of life” and creation; and 
“the prophesy of the wise use of new technolo-
gies,” which is attentive to letting information 
and communication benefit those who are dis-
advantaged. 
 
The identity and mission of the religious broth-
er, as the text indicates, is summarized in the 
concept of fraternity understood as the gift that 
the religious brother receives from the Triune 
God, a communion of persons; a gift that he 
shares with his brethren in fraternal life in the 
community and a gift he offers the world for the 
construction of a world of children of God and 
brothers. 
 
The document called for improving relation-
ships and a sense of “equal dignity” in so-called 
“mixed” religious institutes whose members in-
clude lay brothers and religious priests. It said 
priests and the church hierarchy should pro-
mote and better appreciate the vocation of lay 
brothers and sisters, ensuring they can 
“participate actively in the organs of consulta-
tion, decision-making and implementation with-
in the local church.” 
 
 

 

Hospitaller Identity from the Scholasticate 

 
The Hospitaller Formation Centre 
(Scholasticate), in Nairobi-Kenya, this Semes-
ter begins a "Quarterly Information Bulletin"  to 
highlight its activities for the enhancement of 
the Hospitaller Brotherhood. The Bulletin shall 
carry general information and activities execut-
ed solely by the Scholastics themselves, short 
articles or abstracts from their Long Essays. 
The most significant aspect of this "First"  vol-
ume is a pointer to the future since a good 
number of Scholastics have contributed, and 
we are looking forward to a greater number 
bringing their own widow's mite in the forthcom-
ing issues.  
 
We acknowledge with gratitude and sincere 
thanks to those who have contributed, and for 
those who have sacrificed their time and ener-
gy to make sure that this premier issue sees 
the light of day. 
 

Contributors 

 
Fr. Standford Moore-"Young Hospitallers in 
Preparation" 
Fr. Primus Meh Kum- "Human Sexuality of Je-
sus"! 
Fr. Dominique Adokou-"Joy and Simplicity in 
Religious Community" 
Fr. Abraham - "The Kingdom of God and our 
Identity" 
Fr. E. Davis- "What is Prayer" 
Fr. Morris D, -"Extra-Curriculum Activities" 
Fr. Fidele Sahoungou - "Response to Laudato 
Si" 
Fr. Richard Kabia- "Putting New wine into New 
wine Skins" 
Fr. Wisdom - "Wonders of Dogs" 
Fr. Primus Meh Kum- "Compiled Activities" 
Fr. Lengue Emmanuel- “ Our apostolate in Nai-
robi” 
Fr. Jacob Ketchen- "Twining evangelizing" 
Fr. Leopold K. Gnami - "Conferences' Summar-
ies"  
Fr. Samuel Mithi 
Fr. Justine Sengeh 
Fr. Dominique Faye 
Fr. Micheal Mwaba 
Fr. Hugues Assou-Coordinator 
  
        Fr. Raphael Ngong Njia Teh,OH 
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JOURNEE DE LA VIE CONSACREE 2015 

P 
r ê t r e s , 
religieux 
et reli-
g i e u s e s 

ont répondu à l’invi-
tation du Cardinal 
John Jue, arche-
vêque de Nairobi 
pour célébrer la 

Journée mondiale de 
la Vie Consacrée le 

samedi 31 janvier 2015 
par anticipation. Le thème 

de la messe a été : « Réveillez-vous pour réveiller le 
monde » avec l’intention de prier pour toutes les 
personnes consacrées et leur famille d’origine. Les 
offrandes et dons faits au cours de cette célébra-
tion ont été destinées aux enfants démunis. 

 

RENCONTRE DES SUPERIEURS MAJEURS  

Le 27 février 2015, les supérieurs majeurs des Con-
grégations religieuses masculines et féminines im-
plantées dans l’Archidiocèse de Nairobi se sont 
réunis autour du Cardinal John N’Jue pour discu-
ter de quelques sujets d’actualité, notamment : 

L’administration des patrimoines dans les Insti-
tuts de Vie Consacrée et les Sociétés de Vie 
Apostolique ; 

La protection des enfants des abus. 

La rencontre s’est conclue par une 
agape fraternelle. 

Notons que le Kenya compte 75 Insti-
tuts religieux masculins avec un total 
de 2370 profès. 

 

SYMPOSIUM 2015 SUR LA VIE CON-

SACREE 

Organisée par l’Ecole de Théologie de 
Tangaza College, ce symposium s’est 
déroulé dans les après-midis du 16 et 
17 février 2015. Il était intitulé : « Vie 
Consacrée hier, aujourd’hui et de-
main ». 

Les thèmes abordés ont affronté : 

Les aspects bibliques :  

« Jésus n’a pas commencé la vie religieux ; pour-
quoi est-elle apparue dans l’Église ? Fonda-
tions bibliques de la Vie Consacrée ». 

Les aspects historiques : « Inspiré, malgré le genre 
et la couleur : agence africaine dans la fonda-
tion des congrégations religieuses » 

Les aspects moraux : « Moralité et vie consacrée : 
un regard à la formation religieuse à l’ère du 
Digital » 

Les aspects canoniques : « Droit canonique : joug 
ou libération ? » 

 

LA CONFERENCE SUR LA PROTECTION DE L’ENFANT 

La Conférence des Supérieurs Majeurs du Kenya a 
organisé une rencontre des religieux et religieuses 
sur le thème de la protection de l’enfant. 

Une des préoccupations majeures du Pape Fran-
çois est la protection de l’enfant de la pédophilie. 
Il en a même créé « la Commission Pontificale 
pour la Protection des Mineurs ». 

C’est ainsi que cette rencontre a été organisée à 
Tangaza college le mardi 26 mai 2015 pour sensi-
biliser les personnes consacrées à ce thème très 
sensible dans la vie de l’Église.  

L’orateur principal de cette rencontre a été le Ré-
vérend Père Hugh Lagan (SMA), psychologue 
clinicien à Saint Luke Institute (USA). Il a déve-

Consecrated Life 

L’année De La Vie Consacrée Au Kenya 

Les Frères en conference sur la Vie Consacree en Afrique 
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LA CONFERENCE NATIONALE SUR LA VIE CONSACREE 

L’Ecole de Théologie de Tangaza College, la Com-
mission pour le Clergé et les Religieux en collabo-
ration avec les conférences des Supérieurs Majeurs 
des Religieux et Religieuses ont organisé la Confé-
rence Nationale sur la Vie Consacrée sur le 
thème : « Vie Consacrée en Afrique : hier, aujour-
d’hui et demain ». 

Elle s’est déroulée du 23 au 26 septembre 2015 à 
l’Université Catholique de l’Afrique de l’est 
(CUEA) à Nairobi. 

La conférence a été organisée en réponse à l’appel 
de la Congrégation pour les Instituts de Vie Con-
sacrée et Sociétés de Vie Apostolique (CIVCSVA) 
pour les écoles de hautes études principalement 
animées par les religieux et affiliées à un institut 
pontifical à tenir les colloque sur les questions 
afférentes à la vie religieuse au cours de l’Année  
de la Vie Consacrée. C’est d’ailleurs pourquoi 
l’invité d’honneur de cette conférence a été Son 
Excellence Joâo Cardinal Bráze de Aviz. 

En effet, dans sa Lettre Apostolique « Témoins de 
Joie », Pape François appelle tous les personnes 
consacrées hommes et femmes à prendre « cette 
Année de grâce pour la vie consacrée » comme un 
moment « à regarder le passé avec                                            

 

 

reconnaissance », « à vivre le présent avec passion » 
et «  à embrasser l’avenir avec espérance ». 

En tenant compte de l’invitation de l’Église, la Con-
férence focalisera sur les thèmes et questions perti-
nents de Vie Consacrée, comme suit : 

Vivre les Conseils évangéliques en Afrique de l’est ; 

« Maturité charismatique » : un défi persistent pour 
la vie consacrée en Afrique ; 

Considérations juridiques dans le renvoi de religieux 
dans le contexte africain ; 

Faire la formation en Afrique de l’est : contextes,  
luttes, possibilités ; 

Mutuae Relationes : sur la relation entre Evêques et 
Religious ; 

Rapport sur l’état de la protection des enfants et des 
adultes vulnérables au Kenya ; 

Vie religieuse populairement : défi, révélation ; 

Caractère prophétique de la Vie Consacrée ; 

Vie Consacrée en Afrique : hier, aujourd’hui & de-
main. 

La conférence s’est conclue le 26 septembre par une 
messe de conclure présidée à Tangaza College par 
Son Excellence Joâo Cardinal Bráze de Aviz. 

 
  Br. Leopold Gnami 

Messe de Cloture avec le Cardinal Prefet: Son Excellence 
Joâo Cardinal Bráze de Aviz. 
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Consecrated Life 

A ccording to Cambridge dictionary, “a pilgrim is one who embarks 
on a journey to a holy place. He moves from the known to the 

unknown. The second Vatican council, in the document “Church in the 
Modern World” understands the church as pilgrim people. 
“We are a pilgrim people, led by the Holy Spirit in the journey to the 
kingdom of our Father.” The journey of the formation process of Saint 
John of God can be regard as a pilgrim journey to holiness. It is charac-
terized by aspects such as initiation, moving away, deepening of faith, 
guidance, integration into the life etc. The pilgrim model of formation is 
a collaborative process of prioritizing and desiring to reach the final end 
of formation and actualize the formation program. This is to enable the 
candidate to be responsible, rooted in Christ’s love, to be mission focus 
based on the challenges of the modern world, personalizing of the values 
of the Order and to internalize the gift of hospitality in the all aspects of 

life. 
 

Structure of the different stages of Saint John of God formation: 
There are different stages in the Saint John of God formation process with their specific criteria. These stages are: 
aspirancy, postulancy, Novitiate, scholasticate, solemn profession and ongoing formation. The journey of formation 
in the order is progressive journey that continues till death. Each stage is a suit of the previous. 
 
The aspirancy is a period where one receives the call and expresses the desire to attain eternal happiness in serving 
others. In collaboration with the brothers or vocation animators he is being helped and initiated into the style of life. 
This is not a full initiation but a tip to the charism, spirituality and the living of the values. The experience is taken 
to the postulancy where the program and protagonists (candidates and formation team) help the candidate to discern 
his call to the life of Saint John of God. The novitiate is an intense period of two years where one has a full experi-
ence God and the life of the Order.  While the scholasticate is a time of deepening of our faith in God through the 
living of the vows and time of preparation for the mission. After this period one finally commits himself to God by 
solemn profession of the vows. Then, commence the ongoing formation of the brother till death. 

 

How is formation a pilgrim journey? 
Illustrating the pilgrimage model of formation, major elements are to be considered. These elements are: a journey to 
Holiness, a multi-cultural experience, a guided journey. 
 

A journey to Holiness: 
The call to holiness is universal (LG 40), therefore the formation requires a deep dedication to respond to the call to 
holiness in the service of the poor, the sick and the needy. The candidate develops progressively in the striving to be 
Christ like. The end goal of a pilgrimage just like formation is to reach holiness that is to love just as how the Father 
has loved us. 
 

Multi-cultural experience:  
In pilgrimage journey, we journey together with people from different reality but united by the same goal come to be 
one in Spirit. In religious life, every member move away from his reality (background) to enter into a new family. 
Slowly we learn to love our culture, learn new values from other cultures and a sense of belonging to the new family. 
The gifts of everyone is put together in the community to build a community of Faith. 
 

A guided journey:  
In formation, candidate are been guided by formators during accompaniment for their spiritual growth. In this pro-
cess openness of the candidate is a major requirement.  

THE PILGRIM MODEL OF FORMATION IN THE HOSPITALLER 

ORDER OF SAINT JOHN OF GOD 
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Formation for the consecrated life in 

African young Hospitaller brothers 
 

 O 
ne of 
the 
ma-

jor challenges 
facing religious 
formation in Af-
rica today is the 
question of Afri-
canisation of the 
process of for-
mation. How do 
we make living of 

the consecrated life relevant and meaningful in an 
African culture as different from the European Cul-
ture? In the past, missionaries from Europe brought 
their understanding and lived experience of the con-
secrated life and supplanted it in the culture with a 
very different indigenous world view. The result of 
this is the degradation of what is sacred, valued, 
meaningful and relevant in the recipient culture. The 
sad reality is that much of the, “non-essential” prac-
tices and customs are viewed as part of the “essentials” 
and taken on board without question.  
  
The recipient culture loses its identity in the process. 
Although the consecrated life and the charism of 
Hospitality are transculture in essence, in expression 
and practice they may differ from one culture to an-
other, thus preserving cultural identity. As scholastics 
preparing to minister in the area of religious life in 
Africa, we have an opportunity during this time of 
study  to look seriously at the question of Africanisa-
tion of our formation as Hospitaller Brothers of St. 
John of God. Our life can only be realized by an Afri-
can Brother of St. John of God, with lived experience 
of the consecrated life and Hospitality. We are aware 
that our institutes at Tangaza University College runs 
different courses that give us insightful information 
in terms of human formation, spiritual growth, posi-
tive psychological wellbeing, pastoral work, encul-
turation/ cultural studies, which may offer us an op-

portunity to upgrade our knowledge in the area of 
religious life in Africa among  young African Broth-
ers of St. John of God. We accept that in religious 
formation, we are required to follow a specific pro-
gram as defined by the Order in order to realize our 
African identity as Hospitaller brothers. As young 
religious Hospitaller Brothers in Africa, we must 
look at the broader picture and be prepared to think 
“outside the box” for the future mission of the entire 
Order of St. John of God.  
  
The relevant question is “what are we forming our 
young African Brothers for? The answer, in my opin-
ion is, the Religious Life of the future, lived and 
shared in Africa with its unique culture, heritage, 
history and world view. The challenge facing us Afri-
can Brothers is how to establishment an African 
identity that can enrich the Order, rather than a con-
tinuation of the European identity. As the number of 
the African Brothers increase slowly, the question of 
African identity is a valid one for the African Broth-
ers to answer, in the context of the lifestyle, prayer 
life, languages, traditions, customs and all that is 

meaniful to the African Communities. This 
should not lead to division or rejection of the 
past, but to communal understanding and ac-
ceptance of the future reality. This is the purpose 
of the community program of life that we have 
just reviewed as scholasticate community, which 
requires to be updated on a regular basis to ac-
commodate the reality of change.  
 
As scholastics, we have to broaden our studies and 
look outside “the box” for the future mission of hospi-
tality, which often limits our vision to where we are 
at, rather than where do we want to be in the future 
as young Hospitaller Brothers. Effective leadership 
requires having a clear vision, and the ability to share 
it with others at the community level. The sustaina-
bility of the charism of authentic Hospitality and 
Evangelization in the manner of St. John of God in 
Africa is the hands of our present and future young 
African Brothers, well formed to live the Consecrated 
Life, united with our African Co-workers to a com-
mon vision of the future to be realized. 
 
  Br. Samuel Mithi 

Guidance can also be seen among the candidates themselves if a just fraternal correction is practiced. A deep reflec-
tion is to take place as we journey to be guided through the word of God and the voice of the Holy Spirit  
 

Conclusion: 
Formation in the hospitaller vocation is a lifelong process that requires dedication to attain a holistic growth in love 
and compassion for the service of the poor and sick. It is done in collaboration with others who felt this same call to 
hospitality. We journey as pilgrims together and help each, so that all might reach the final end of the pilgrimage. 

  
          Br. Justine Sengeh 
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Preparation        

 

T he Collins Cobuild Advanced Dictionary defines 
preparation, as a process of getting something 

ready for use or for a particular purpose or 
making arrangement for something.  In another defini-
tion it refers to preparation, as all the arrangements that 
are made for a future event.  This second definition seems 
to be quite succinct when it applies to the under-takings 
of young hospitaller scholastics in Nairobi, Kenya. 

 
Preparations become vital and crucial elements of consid-
eration if achievements are to be made.  Furthermore, 
adequate preparations are a necessity to success.  In this 
light we find Jesus Christ being led by the  Holy Spirit 
into the desert to be tempted by the devil after spending 

forty days and nights without eating, in preparation to 
start  his public ministry (Mt 4:1-11).  We find John the 
Baptist in Luke 3:1-17 courageously preparing the way 
for the public activities of Jesus.   
 
From yet another perspective, preparations are made in 

order that one’s labor might produce the best of its fruit.  
A good example of this is that the church puts before us 
the season of Advent as a period of preparation to receive 
the baby Jesus who brings peace to the world at Christ-
mas.  In a similar way Christians adequately prepare 
themselves during the Season of Lent in order to partake 

in the glorious resurrection of the Lord at Easter. 
In our own setting, Francisco de Castro, in his biography 
of our holy father John of God, published by his mother 
Catalina de Castro in 1585 after his (Castro) death, tells 
us that a short time after leaving the Royal Hospital of 
Granada where he (John) had been treated of alleged 

insanity was recommended by John of Avila to the her-
mits of St. Jerome to practice the technique of nursing 
before beginning his holy works..  

The Scholasticate: A period of Preparation 
The period of vital preparation required from the first 
profession of vows to the solemn profession is in line with 
article 84 of the General Statutes of the Order 
(Guadalajara, Mexico-November 2009) which considers 
the scholasticate as a period of great importance for the 

development and gaining of stability of the young brother 
for his integration into the community and for his train-
ing for the apostolate of the Order.  Here we can under-
line a few words and see how they relate to preparation: 
development, stability, integration, training and aposto-
late.  Development is a gradual process and preparation is 

a pre-requisite element to get this very process started and 
going.  In the same way stability, integration and training 
are all gradual processes in the sense that they can be 
fully attained bit by bit.  
Henceforth, the scholastics being aware of this are giving 
themselves fully to their preparations each according to 

his natural abilities.  Seeing themselves as the receivers of 
the gift of hospitality from the Holy Spirit as stated by 
article 6 of the constitutions of the Order (Rome 1984), 
these young hospitallers embark on studies at the Tan-
gaza University College aimed at boosting their intellectu-
al capacity as they prepare to actively engage a live of 

service and dedication to the sick and infirm.  

 

  Young hospitallers at Tangaza 
Being a long way from home and families, fraternity in 

their communitarian life, coupled with affection from 

friends and acquaintances including lecturers, supervi-

sors, compatriots and spiritual directors provide them 

warmth and a sense of security which creates an atmos-

phere of serenity and peace of mind necessary for study.   

 
 Br. Standford Moore 

Young Hospitallers in Preparation 

Consecrated Life 
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Community Prayer Life 

 

E 
very one of us has an idea of what prayer is. 

Let us listen to two Saints on how they see it. 
St Therese of Lisieux describes prayer with 
her characteristic simplicity, limpidity and 

depth: "For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a sim-
ple look turned toward heaven; it is a cry of recognition 
and of love, embracing both trial and joy" (Manuscripts 
autobiographiques, C 25r). St John Damascene is even 
more brief: "Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart 
to God or the requesting of good things from God" (De 
Fide orth. 3, 24: PG 94, 1089C, quoted inCatechism of the 
Catholic Church, n. 2559). 

The person who prays strives to be in communi-

cation with God, principally to adore him, to praise him, 
to thank him for his gifts, to make reparation for our 
offences, and to ask for our various needs, both spiritual 
and temporal. So the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church sees prayer as "a vital and personal relationship 
with the living and true God" (CCC, n. 2558). 

 

Prayer and community 
Prayer and community are the two supreme values in 
Christian and religious life. Prayer is the privileged ex-
pression of the love of God, the vertical dimension of 
Christian existence. Community is fraternal love, the hor-
izontal dimension. Creating community, either in the 

form of friendship in the family at home, for example, in 
the convent or the congregation, or in the form of apostol-
ic love for the sick, the poor and the needy in the larger 
communities of one’s work means to recognize our com-
mon unity in Christ and to break down the barriers that 
separate man from his brothers. Friendship and apostolic 

love are variations on this theme of fraternal love or com-

munity. 
Prayer for many people is a stumbling block in 

life. We pray when we gather as a community for the 
Eucharist, for popular communal prayers such as the 
rosary. But when it comes to our personal experiences of 

prayer we are often dissatisfied or too busy. 
We fill silences with words and are often lost 
is the realm of ‘listen Lord your servant is 
speaking!’ I say we, but I guess it would be 
more honest to say ‘I’. I have problems with 
prayer. I know the theory, I have been formed 

in an ancient spiritual tradition and, thank-
fully, I have had deep experiences of God’s 
presence and comfort in times of prayer. But 
these are the heights, but what of the routine? 
How can prayer become real and life chang-
ing for each of us? A more important ques-

tion – What of the times in my prayer life 
when it seems that God does not hear or is 
apparently disinterested in my plight?  As I 
reflect on my own prayer life, I hope that you 
will find some echoes with your own experi-
ences.  

 

Why pray. 
If we want to know why we must pray, the 
simple answer is the example of Jesus and the 
radical and passionate relationship he enjoys 
with his Father. It shapes every action and 
word that Jesus does or utters. In the Gospels 

we see how Jesus prays before major decisions, defining 
acts, and his ultimate sacrifice. These include calling 
disciples, healing the sick, raising the dead, proclaiming 
the in breaking of the Kingdom of God and his death on 
the cross. Jesus depends totally on the love of his Father 
and he lives in the tension of this love and the world in 

which he lives. The ‘why’ of prayer is the response we 
make to the love that God lavishes upon us.  

Community Life 



10              The Scholasticate Glance Mag,  Vol 1, Issue 1, January 2016 

Joy of simplicity in a Religious Community As Christians, our relationship with God is the defining 
relationship of our lives, the relationship that makes all 
others possible and whole. Why do I pray? Because I need 
to. If we wish to fully realize our humanity we have to 

allow God to be fruitful in our lives. This can only hap-
pen by being open to God’s gifts, to God’s invitation and 
tothe opportunities that we are invited into. It is because 
of this that the community of Nairobi, is engaged in prac-
ticing:  

 
30 minutes of meditation each day 

Community Adoration every Sunday evening. 

A community recollection every first Saturday of the month. 

Annual community retreat for every member of the community. 

The rosary and Vespers on Mondays is for the departed, on 

Tuesday evening for the order; St. Augustine province, St Rich-

ard Pampuri Vice-Province, Western European Province on 

Wednesday evenings for Vocation, on Thursday for the Pope, 

the clergy and the other days for appropriate intentions. 

The word of God 

The Eucharist 

The liturgy of the Hours 

 

Prayer as intimacy 
The relationship that Jesus embraces with his Fa-

ther, 'Abba', is one of intense intimacy and passion. 

When asked by the disciples how to pray, Jesus be-

gins radically - call God your Father. Jesus invites 

his followers into a personal relationship with the 

source of life. This is the lived experience of Jesus' 

prayer. He is in continuous dialogue with his Father. 

Jesus seeks out those moments of communion, he 

prays before every decisive action or word. The 

time he spends in Gethsemane continues the ongo-

ing dialogue between Father and Son. 

So prayer is relationship. Like all relationships it 

needs nurturing, time, space and openness. Often we 

think that prayer is about words, but the communi-

cation of relationship is more often beyond words 

and more about presence. Being in the same space 

as the one we love, simply enjoying that silent and 

profound communication that exists between lovers.  

Prayer- the praise of God. 
Jesus calls us to praise of God. ‘May your name be Ho-

ly.’ Our response to God’s love calls us to an apprecia-

tion of who God is in our lives. When we are in the pres-

ence of those we love we are often joyful in their pres-

ence, bubbling over with enthusiasm. Praise is also 

thoughtful. Adoration is praise. Consciously being pre-

sent to God in silence is praise and often communicates 

far more than words. 

 

   Br. Emmanuel Davies 

I t is very 

true that reli-

gious life is con-

tinual transfor-

mation of person 

in his physical, 

spiritual, social and psychological level. But the real 

transformation comes from within each individual 

without constraint. If it is so, we become more and 

more ourselves, and live community life with joy and 

simplicity. Unfortunately, we usually just build an 

ideal image on others to which they are expected to 

conform. Here it comes to the question of compliance 

which means that we are just following the instruc-

tions without involving ourselves so that we should 

be loved or avoid punishment. This attitude some-

times causes inner pain and suffering because we are 

not ourselves. In this way we lose our joy and sim-

plicity of doing things.   

       Nevertheless, compliance could be overcome 

when we take the ideal image which others build for 

us to conform as our own, reflect and work on it. So 

we move to another stage called internalization 

whereby we live and do the things with our whole 

being without any contradiction with ourselves. Here 

comes true joy and real simplicity which must exist in 

a religious community. Where there are religious, 

there is joy. Because we are called to know and show 

that God is able to fill our hearts to the brim with 

happiness. Our joy in the religious life is not found 

elsewhere. It is found in authentic fraternal life with 

simplicity in community. Religious are prophets of 

joy who wake up the world by giving it hope. 

Through joy and simplicity in our religious communi-

ty, religious life can be attractive. In this perspective, 

I quote Pope Francis in his apostolic letter to all con-

secrated persons on the occasion of the year of conse-

crated life: “the consecrated life will not flourish as a 

result of brilliant vocation programs, but because the 

young people meet find us attractive because they see 

us as men and women who are happy”. 

 

 Finally, I wish to humbly invite all religious men and 

women to go to the school of Mary who is an excel-

lent example of joy and simplicity. Her joy comes 

from her simplicity. The simplicity of Mary is clearly 

seen when she lived her whole life depending on 

God, and doing ordinary things with tenderness. 

There is connection between herself with her daily 

life which brings her the joy to be the mother of our 

Lord Jesus.  

  Br. Dominique Adokou 

Community Life 
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T he Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy (Latin: Iubi-

laeum Extraordinarium Misericordiae) is a Ro-

man Catholic period of prayer held from the Feast of 

the Immaculate Conception (December 8), 2015 to 

the Feast of Christ the King (November  20), 2016). 

 

The Holy Father decreed that  “in every local church, at the 

cathedral — the mother church of the faithful in any 

particular area — or, alternatively, at the co-cathedral 

or another church with special meaning, a Door of 

Mercy will be opened for the duration of the Holy 

Year.  

At the discretion of the local ordinary, a similar door may 

be opened at any shrine frequented by large groups of 

pilgrims, since visits to these holy sites are so often 

grace-filled moments as people discover a path to 

conversion” (MV, 3). 

 

Why a Jubilee of Mercy? 
In his letter to the church announcing the Year of Mercy, Pope 

Francis gave his reasons for why.  

He said that “at times we are called to gaze even more 

attentively on mercy so that we may become a more 

effective sign of the Father’s action in our lives. 

 For this reason I have proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubi-

lee of Mercy as a special time for the Church; a time 

when the witness of believers might grow stronger 

and more effective”. 

Pope Francis’ wish is that “Jubilee be a living experience 

of the closeness of the Father, whose tenderness is 

almost tangible, so that the faith of every believer may 

be strengthened and thus testimony to it be ever more 

effective”.  

Rooting the Church’s renewed focus on Divine Mercy in 

the Feast of the Immaculate Conception is wonderful. 

Mary is the first Christian to receive God’s Mercy, 

 the first to be saved: “My soul proclaims the greatness of 

the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior” (Lk 

1:46-47).  

Mary calls God “Savior” not because he has saved her 

from any actual sins, but he has saved her for him-

self.   

The New Eve receives salvation at the moment of her con-

ception, so as to be able to offer to the New Adam her 

unsullied and undivided humanity.   

She is the Mother of All Mercy, proven some 15 or so 

years after her Immaculate Conception, as  

she is able to provide God with the perfect humanity he 

needs to save the world.   

For the salvation that Christians preach is not one of pow-

er, or even of spirit, but rather it is a helpless child 

who simply wants the world to receive him.   

In Mary, God calibrates his greatness to our littleness, his 

power to our weakness.   

 

True Meaning and Significance of the Jubilee of Mercy 
The Church, during Holy Years and Jubilees, seeks to em-

phasize one of her more profound characteristics, to 

make it visible for all to understand.  

This characteristic is mercy and the inexhaustible capacity 

to welcome and forgive all men and women in need 

of pardon whether alive or dead.  

The Church is called to follow the example of Jesus who 

explains in many passages of the Gospel that he 

comes in search of sinners, of the lost sheep, to heal 

the sick, to free prisoners.  

In this way he reveals the authentic face of God, His and 

our Father “rich in mercy”.   

On these special occasions the Church makes it easier for 

the faithful to do penance and experience reconcilia-

tion.  

She teaches us to do penance and to make amends for sin 

with works of mercy and love for God and neighbour 

in order to gain the indulgence which God desires to 

grant all his children who seek him with humility. 

 

THE HOLY DOOR: Signs and Symbols of Jubilee Years 
Jubilee years call for the use of means, signs and symbols which 

help the faithful to live the great truths of Christian life and lead 

them to a more profound relationship with the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Three main signs have been traditionally used for Jubi-

lees: 

– pilgrimage 

– the Holy Door 

 the indulgence 

A pilgrimage is an ancient symbol of Christian life with pro-

found anthropological roots: Homo viator. We proceed 

from a mystery, God, and we on our way towards a mys-

tery, God. Along our journey we are accompanied and 

illuminated by Christ: I am the way…I am the light.  The 

pilgrim is not a vagabond (because he is aware of his desti-

nation) neither is he a solitary person (because he is a 

member of a pilgrim people). He has no permanent home 

in this world: he carries only what is necessary for his jour-

ney. These are the profound motivations which move peo-

ple – young ones especially – to undertake a journey as 

pilgrims. 

 

The Holy Door in the Basilicas or Holy Places represents the 

pilgrim’s destination. The church is a sign of the House of 

God, of the promised Kingdom where God is ready as 

Father to welcome all his children, who through Christ and 

the power of the Spirit, and in the company of Mary, are 

walking towards Him. He is the great Door which opens to 

humankind access to the Father. He is the Door through 

which we must enter if we are to go to the House of God. 

We enter the church to celebrate the Eucharist, to come 

together as a people gathered in faith, the find again the 

meaning of the Sunday Eucharist which calls all Christians 

to unite themselves intimately with Jesus in the sacrament. 

Pope Francis hopes that with the opening of the Holy Door of 

St. Peter’s Basilica, and the doors of Churches throughout the 

world, the door “will become a Door of Mercy through which 

anyone who enters will experience the love of God who con-

soles, pardons, and instills hope.” 
 

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 

Theology /Spiritual reflections     
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INDULGENCE 
In this Holy Year we have almost unlimited 

opportunities for obtaining the Jubilee indul-

gence that were granted by Pope Francis on the 

first of September:  

passing through any of the numerous Holy 

Doors that have been opened through-

out the world and the performance of 

the spiritual and corporal works of 

mercy, plus the special opportunities 

for indulgences granted to the sick, 

the elderly and the imprisoned.  

Speaking of the corporal and spiritual 

works of mercy, Francis said that 

"each time that one of the faithful 

personally performs one or more of 

these actions, he or she shall surely 

obtain the Jubilee Indulgence". 

Nevertheless the essential components of a Holy Year 

remain: it is a special year in which the Church, upon 

the decision of the Supreme Pontiff, who holds the 

power of the keys, opens wide her treasures of graces 

so as to bring the faithful closer to God, especially by 

the forgiveness of sins and the remittance of the pun-

ishments due to sin.  

This the Church does in the sacrament of penance and by 

indulgences. Such graces do not change; they are 

always the same, and only the Church, the Mystical 

Body of Christ, has power over them. We might also 

note that the conditions for obtaining the indulgences 

of the Holy Year are still the same: confession, com-

munion, prayer for the intentions of the Pope — 

which are objective and traditional, not personal.  

 

In this Holy Year, 
we look forward to the experience of opening our hearts to 

those living on the outermost fringes of society  

 fringes which modern society itself creates.  

How many uncertain and painful situations there are in the 

world today!  

How many are the wounds borne by the flesh of those who 

have no voice because their cry is muffled and 

drowned out by the indifference of the rich!  

During this Jubilee, the Church will be called even more to 

heal these wounds, to assuage them with the oil of 

consolation, to bind them with mercy, and cure them 

with solidarity and vigilant care.  

Let us not fall into humiliating indifference, or a monoto-

nous routine, that prevents us from discovering what 

is new!  

Let us ward off destructive cynicism! Let us open our eyes, 

and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our 

brothers and sisters, who are denied their dignity, and 

let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for 

help! 

May we reach out to them, and support them, so they can 

feel the warmth of our presence, our friendship, and 

our fraternity! 

 May their cry become our own, and together may we 

break down the barriers of indifference that too often 

reign supreme, and mask our hypocrisy and egoism! 

Mercy is not forgetting what sinners have ruined;  

mercy is not dismissing as insignificant what brutal men 

and women have inflicted on one another.   

For God to be merciful is not for God to be senile.   

He does not forget our sins, but instead,  

through the Cross, weaves our imperfections into a beauti-

ful life.  

Through grace, God shows us his power, not 

only to forgive, but to make right the way-

wardness that is ours. 

It was also announced that all priests (during 

the Jubilee year – ending November 20, 2016) 

will be allowed to grant absolution for abor-

tion, which is reserved to bishops. 

 

Jesus Himself is Divine Mercy. His first act of 

mercy is to create us. Mercy brings life, and 

mercy impels us to defend the most defenseless 

to save their lives. 

In the revelations of Divine Mercy to St. 

Faustina, abortion was the primary sin for 

which God asked us to cry out for his mercy, 

and today, the devotion to Divine Mercy de-

serves particular emphasis for those who have had 

abortions and for abortionists and clinic workers who 

have repented. 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy is a perfect time to recommit 

ourselves to deeds of mercy in rescuing the unborn  

 

Living Mercy in the Jubilee Year of Mercy 

Here are a few important themes for reflection during this  

important year. 

Jesus is the “face” of the Father’s mercy he reveals the 

mercy of  

God by his words, actions, and person.  

Mercy is the Gospel stories of the prodigal son, the woman 

caught in adultery, Matthew the unscrupulous tax 

collector, and Peter the denier. The forgiveness they 

receive does not condone them in their selfishness. 

They are not condoned, but redeemed. 

We follow Jesus’ example when we open ourselves to the 

Father’s mercy by looking “sincerely” into the eyes of 

our brothers and sisters, including those “who are 

denied their dignity.”  

 

Pope Francis writes: “It is absolutely essential for the 

Church and for the credibility of her message that she 

herself live and testify to mercy.” Mercy, he says, is 

“the beating heart of the Gospel”  

To live mercy, we must rediscover both: 

Learn more about the Spiritual Works of Mercy and how 

you can live them in your daily life. 

The Spiritual works of mercy : 
counsel the doubtful,  

instruct the ignorant,  

admonish sinners,  

comfort the afflicted,  

forgive offences, 

 bear patiently those who do us ill, and  

pray for the living and the dead and  

Learn more about the Corporal Works of Mercy and 
how you can live them in your daily life. 

The corporal works of mercy : 

feed the hungry, 
 give drink to the thirsty, 
 clothe the naked,  
welcome the stranger,  
heal the sick,  

visit the imprisoned, and  

bury the dead). 

 

  Fr. Raphael Ngong Teh, OH 

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2015/documents/papa-francesco_20150901_lettera-indulgenza-giubileo-misericordia.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2015/documents/papa-francesco_20150901_lettera-indulgenza-giubileo-misericordia.html
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

AND  
OUR IDENTITY 

God neither castigates nor ostracizes us. In his unconditioned love, 
he sends his beloved son to give us salvation.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A 
ccording to 
J o h a n n e s 
Weiss (1863-

1914), a German theo-
logian and Biblical 
exegete, the whole of 
the new Testament is 
about the kingdom of 
God. He therefore says, “the kingdom of God was Jesus’ 

understanding of an imminent end to history, and all 
continuous ethical teachings were addictions made by the 
early church to make Jesus’ teaching relevant when the 
end of the world did not come about immediately.” It is 
this line of thought that I would like to gear my theologi-
cal reflection on the kingdom of God. The biblical pas-

sage that I choose for this reflection is as follows: Mark 7: 
31-35, A deaf and dumb Man healed: “ Again he left the 
district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon to the sea of 
Galilee, into the district of the Decapolis. And people 
brought to him a deaf man who had a speech impediment 
and  begged him to lay his hands on him. He took him off 

by himself away from the crowd. He puts his finger into 
the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; then he 
looked up to heaven and groaned, and said to him, 
“Ephatha!” (that is, “be opened”) and (immediately) the 
man’s ears were opened, his speech impediment was re-
moved, and he spoke plainly.” 

 
 The main theme of this passage is healing. The 
emphasis here is that healing is from jesus, our savior. 
The question that ought to be asked is: why did Jesus heal 
the sick or work miracle? To answer this question, I ana-
lyzed the Gospel of Mark. What I found out that Jesus, 

after being baptized by John the Baptist, was driven by 
the spirit into desert. When he came out of the desert, he 
started proclaiming the gospel of God. According to the 
African Bible; this gospel of God is the summary of Jesus’ 
Mission and message. The gospel is, “the kingdom of God 
is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1: 

14) 
After proclaiming this Gospel, Jesus and his disciples 
started missioning. The first mission they began with was 
to cure a Demoniac, Simon’s Mother-in –law, to heal 
many people, to cleanse a leper and to heal a paralytic. At 
the end of the Gospel of Mark, Jesus, before ascending to 

heaven, reiterated the proclamation of this gospel of God 
in terms of mission, “Go into the whole world and pro-
claim the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 1: 5) Moreover, 
there will be signs that will accompany those who believe. 
In Jesus’ name they will “drive out demons” and “lay 
hands on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark 1: 17-18). 

In Mark 7: 31-35, Jesus heals a deaf man. Therefore, the 
answer I found to the question is that when Jesus worked 
miracles, he wanted to show that his Kingdom is already 
here, in his person and in this ministry. So, what are the 

characteristics of the Kingdom of God for us today? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Characteristics of the Kingdom of God 
 
The new trend in eschatology teachers that there are three 
characteristics of the kingdom of God: love, justice and 
peace. These are three characteristics of the kingdom of 

God are described in Mark 7: 31-35. The people, after 
realizing that their friend is deaf and has a speech im-
pediment, take him to Jesus. This is an act of love. They 
know the situation of their friend and look for a better 
way to heal him. Thus, to love is to know the situations of 
others and to find proper way of liberating them from 

their bondage. Jesus, in order to do justice to the deaf 
man, heals him. Jesus gives to the deaf man what he de-
serves, that is, the recovery of the speech. Hence justice is 
to give to a person what can better his or her life. The 
idea here is that a given problem requires an adequate 
solution. To love and to practice justice is to arrive at this. 

We are held captive by sins. However, God neither casti-
gates nor ostracizes us. In his unconditioned love, he 
sends his beloved son to give us salvation. A sick person is 
to be healed. Sinner is to be saved. Out of this act of love 
by the deaf man’s friends,  

Theology /Spiritual reflections     
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I come up with this reflection. If this deaf man has a prob-
lem with the people who take him to Jesus, after being 
healed, he will solve his problem with them. Love and justice 
bring peace among people. When people are loved and are 

given what is due to them. They will be able to live in peace 
with others.To bring about the kingdom of God, one needs to 
take into consideration the situations of people, their strug-
gles and challenges. Nowadays, our society is sick. It awaits 
our “Ephphatha” (Be opened). This is because it suffers from 
the impediments of hunger, of diseases, of injustice, of op-

pression, of corruption, of hatred, and of avenging spirit. If 
we are at the service of the kingdom of God, we have to heal 
or liberate our society from these impediments, so that our 
society becomes a place of love, justice and peace. 
 

Our identity 
 

In Nairobi-Kenya, we scholastics do not have apostolate in 
slums, Kibera, Kariobangi, Korogocho, Gichagi. Life in 

slums is that people are mistreated and abused. Their rights 
are denied. The girls are at risk of being raped. The reality 
that slum dwellers live disfigures the image and the likeness 
of God in them, and yet counteracts the kingdom massage. 
They are prone to insecurity and to many diseases of every 
kind: HIV/AIDS, tuberculocis, malaria, madness, alcohol-

ism, drug addiction just to mention the few.  
 
Faced with these facts, I ask myself, “how can I bring about 
kingdom of God in such a situation?” If “the glory of God is 
man alive,” how can it be effective in the life of people?” 
Which kind of healing we, missionaries of Saint John of 

God, can bring to people living such a life? Sometimes, I find 
myself helpless and unable to address these problems. Howev-
er, I only rely on the preaching about love and justice as that 
which can effect the kingdom of God among people. I believe 
that when people care for one another and give to one anoth-
er what is due to them, then the kingdom of God is really 

among them. It is close at hand. 
 
I believe that we, Hospitaller Brothers of Saint John of God, 
cannot legalize or legitimate people’s suffering or dehuman-
izing situations in the name of the “common cause with the 
poor and the most abandoned”. In my understanding, the 

“common cause with poor and the most abandoned” is not 
merely to side or to be with people. It also to know and un-
derstand the situations of people, and to address these situa-
tions in order to transform their life. It is to make people 
move from their life. It is to make people move from slavery 
to freedom, from less than human to fully human. Jesus 

Christ neither sides nor makes common cause with us in sin. 
He took a stand against sin in order to save us. In a similar 
way, Saint John of God did not side with people in poverty. 
He was against poverty and diseases, hence, he sought to heal 
the society in which he had his mission. Saint John of God 
gave a solution to the situations that he faced, just as Jesus 

gave solution to the deaf man’s situation. 
 
If we fail to heal our society of what denies the dignity of a 
person, we not will be at service of the kingdom of God, but at 
the service of the kingdom of evil, our identity will oscillate 
between confusion interrogation: Who are we? Or what is our 

identity? To bring about the kingdom of God as Saint John of 
God Missionaries, we have to re-appropriate Saint John of 
God’s missionary endeavours. In addition, joint efforts and 
concern in people’s life need us to be at the service of the 

kingdom of God. 
 
This year of consecrated life in the church, and for us voca-
tion year, is a special occasion of rebirth and to evaluate if 

the same generosity and self-sacrifice which guided our 
founders, said Pope Francis. This celebration comes at a very 
particular time in our world and particularly in Africa to-
day! There is much need of consolation in the form of faith, 

hope and love, unity, peace, reconciliation, friendship and 
justice. God is calling you and me to go forth and console his 
people. 

 

Let us ask ourselves: what must I do to nurture the seed of 
hospitality so that those who will be celebrating centuries 
may as well celebrate as we have done today? 
 
This is time when the spirit is breaking forth, opening up 
new ways, new possibilities: it is truly a time of grace for all 

peoples and in a special way, for us Brothers of St John of 
God. It is an invitation to hold fast to Christ, to become one 
with Him, the true Hospitaller of humanity, taking on his 
mind and heart. Witnesses of communion: today more than 
ever we are called to be witnesses of communion, that in a 
world fragmented by many counter personal interests, in 

Christ we can be one. 
It is time “to stand up… and say NO to all perversities, all 
attacks on positive values that have held our communities 
together since time immemorial…”                                                      
 
It is time to break through the present walls of separation 

(tribalism, ethnicism...) and proclaim the love of God for all 
peoples. Pope Francis says “This year should see you actively 
engaged in dialogue with the previous generation. In frater-
nal communion you will be enriched by their experiences and 
wisdom, while at the same time inspiring them, by your own 
energy and enthusiasm, to recapture their original idealism. 

In this way the entire community can join in finding new 
ways of living the Gospel and responding more effectively to 
the need for witness and proclamation.”  
 
Hospitality is about life and life is God’s greatest gift to us. 
Life is bounded by time in the form of this present moment… 

“What we do not say and what we do not do remains forever 
unsaid and undone. What we say and do remains said and 
done forever. The world of love, the deeds of kindness, and 
the opportunity missed never returns, at least not in a pre-
cisely identical form” 

 

    Br. Abraham Adavon 
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Can we talk about the Human Sexuality of Jesus Christ? 

 

I 
t may sound very strange and even embarrass-

ing to others when it comes to saying anything 

concerning the sexuality of Jesus Christ. Peo-

ple may turn to ask questions such as; was Je-

sus married? Was he not a celibate? How then can 

we start talking or discussing about the sexuality of 

Christ was God that took flesh and became man, 

who lived his whole life as a celibate? But if we can 

go deeper to really understand the full meaning of 

“Human sexuality” then talking about the sexuality 

of Jesus will not pose a lot of problem or will not 

seem embarrassing to us. Even today in our society 

it can be embarrassing to others to hear priests, reli-

gious talks about their sexuality.  

 

         Therefore in order to discuss on this topic we 

will first of all try to understand the meaning of Hu-

man sexuality. Human sexuality is defined as the 

fundamental component of personality in and 

through which we, as a male or female, experience 

our relatedness to the self, the world and even God. 

Sexuality is much more than merely a static capacity 

to express anatomical differences between a male 

and female. Sexuality is more than mere Sexual in-

tercourse, it is all about how we relate with other 

people in our families, community, the society and 

God our creator. The way we welcome others, talk 

with them and help them in their difficulties. 

 

  The congregation for Catholic education 

also defined and understand human sexuality as “the 

fundamental component of personality, one of its 

modes of being, of manifestation, of communi-

cating with others, of feeling, of expressing and of 

living human love” One of the things that God ap-

preciated the most when He was creating the world, 

part of the created gift that God saw as being “very 

good.” Man and woman He created out of His own 

image and likeness and “male and female He creat-

ed them” (Genesis 1:27) Human sexuality is all 

about complementary, overcoming our loneliness 

and that of others, looking at ourselves and others 

with love and filling comfortable and secure when 

we are in the midst of others.  

 

Psychologists such as Freud in his theory 

differentiated human sexuality into two main dimen-

sions- “affectionate and genital dimensions of hu-

man sexuality. He distinguished between the affec-

tionate current of our sexual lives and the sensual 

current.” The affectionate current begins to operate 

during the period of latency that is a period when 

genital development remains hidden in one’s life. 

The sensual current comes in at the period of puber-

ty when sexual aim becomes genital. 

 

The affectionate dimension deals with our 

social lives. The main aim of affectionate dimension 

of human sexuality is to by-pass the biological aim 

that is the notion that most people have about sexu-

ality to be limited to procreation or better say to sex-

ual intercourse and to move to assuming a social 

aim. Therefore the affectionate dimension consist of 

all the qualities of gentleness, kindness, tenderness, 

compassion and many others rooted in human be-

ings. Therefore, to talk about the sexuality of Jesus 

Christ who lived as a celibate and chaste person 

throughout his life will be in the context of the af-

fectionate dimension.  

 

When we go through the four gospels where 

the life of Jesus Christ is found, we will discover 

that Jesus was a compassionate, gentle, kind, loving, 

tender and a warm person. He touches people physi-

cally, psychologically and spiritually. Looking at the 

gospel according Matthew, we can see what the 

physical touch of Jesus could bring to people. His 

physical touch brought cleanliness and sight to peo-

ple. We find a situation where a man who was suf-

fering from dreaded skin diseases came to Jesus ask-

ing Jesus to make him clean “Sir if you want to, you 

can make me clean” (cf. Matt. 8:2) and Jesus said  

to him “I do want, Be clean” ( cf. Matt. 8:3) and 

immediately the man was cure of his disease.  

Theology /Spiritual reflections     
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In another instant we find where the blind 

men came and asked for sight from Jesus Christ,  

Then Jesus touch their eyes and said “Let it happen, 

then, just as you believe and their sight was re-

stored” ( cf. Matt. 9:29). In the situations mention 

above we see Jesus Christ living his sexuality in a 

kind and generous way, healing people without hesi-

tation and giving them sight in order for them to see 

the beauty of God’s creation.From the psychological 

point of view, we find situations where Jesus talks 

and people are destabilise about the wonderful 

things he says causing people to review their styles 

of lives. Even at the age of 12years we see Jesus 

living his sexuality- the affectionate dimension, an-

swering questions that the most intelligent people at 

the time were amazed of what he was saying “All 

who heard him were amazed at his intelligent an-

swers. His parents were astonished when they saw 

him” (cf. Luke 2:47-48). We can imagine these peo-

ple were not only amazed of his answers but they 

must have surely reflected on those answers and that 

brought something new in their mind and of cause 

change in their lives. 

 

Jesus was in love with people in an affec-

tionate and warm way. He never chose whom to 

interact. He had friends who were male and female; 

He interacted with the poor, rich, sinners, the mar-

ginalized and brought hope to those who had lost 

hope. He valued compassion, as He said in the gos-

pel according to Luke “Be merciful just as your fa-

ther is merciful” (cf. Luke. 6:36). Compassion is a 

sign of well integrated sexual life. Jesus was able to 

go deeper into the sufferings of others with deep 

feelings despite the fact that He was a celibate living 

his chastity faithfully.   
 
All human beings are sexual beings and so 

people such as religious, priests and other consecrat-

ed person cannot be divorced of their sexuality de-

spite the fact they make vows of chastity, poverty 

and obedience. They are called to detached them-

selves from the genital dimension of Human sexual-

ity and are called to live the affectionate dimension 

of human sexuality. Jesus Christ though was God 

but He took flesh and become man “And the Word 

became flesh and made his dwellings among us and 

we saw his glory” (cf. John 1:14). Jesus Christ hav-

ing both the human and divine nature lived his hu-

manity and as human he also lived his sexuality but 

in the affectionate dimension. 

 

To conclude I will like to say that Jesus 

Christ had shown us an example to live our sexuali-

ty. This is especially for all consecrated persons 

such as priests, religious men and women. Priests 

and religious will able to imitate Christ if they are 

capable of divorcing themselves from the genital 

dimension of human sexuality and living the affec-

tionate dimension of their human sexuality. That is 

by being gentile, kind, compassionate and reaching 

out to everybody   without discrimination. Religious 

men and women will be able to live their sexuality if 

they are capable to stop criticising their brothers and 

sister at their own interest simply because they may 

just want to show to others that they can do better 

than their superiors and elders. If they capable to 

start seeing the positive side of their brothers and 

sisters and not only focusing on the negative side of 

their brothers and sisters. There we can be proud of 

religious living as sexual being with the example of 

Jesus. May the Blessed Virgin Mary who helped 

Jesus Christ to live his sexuality, intercede for us to 

imitate her Son.    

  

   Br. MEH PRIMUS KUM oh 
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How can we live as real persons 

(brothers of St. John of God) in 

an artificial world???  

 

T 
he Universe is unreal. Life is unreal. Nature is not 

natural. When we live in an artificial world, we our-

selves become artificial. Artificial in our thinking, in 

our behaviour, in our ways of viewing things.  

  

We are surrounding ourselves more and more with artificial 

lighting, artificial transportation, artificial activity, artificial 

appearance etc. It seems as though we are trying to completely 

disconnect ourselves from natural realities because they are 

uncomfortable at times and inconvenient to our immediate 

pursuit of a pleasant sensation. (Laudato Si. Paragraph 23) 

 

It also seems that we have reached a point where a lot of us 

think that we are different from nature, perhaps because some 

people have spent their whole lives without spending a mo-

ment in an un-manicured forest. We are completely intercon-

nected with the rivers, mountains, forests, oceans etc. Without 

their existence, we cannot exist. Said Pope Francis.  If we find 

an absurd way through science to exist without nature, I am 

assured it will not be a life worth living. Therefore, our mental 

and physical well-being directly depends on our interaction 

with nature. 

 

The Science World 
We assume the world is natural; that everything just happened, 

naturally. Schoolbooks teach us that the entire Universe just 

BANGED into existence. Scientists assume that stars and 

planets came into being by dust and debris coalescing or con-

centrating over eons of time. Educators 

tell us that Life came into being on Earth through natural forc-

es. They say: We humans are simply natural by-products of 

the world around us, which is not true, because 

Life does not just happen. For example: If you had an empty 

fish tank with all the elements for life... You would have a 

very, very long wait for life to emerge. In fact, it would NEV-

ER just emerge on its own. Life does not just come to be on its 

own on a planet. Something does not just form or evolve out 

of a vacuum of nothing. Life has to be seeded. Once you put 

guppies, plants and food in the fish tank...life will exist. If 

those positive conditions are maintained, the life will flourish. 

 

Who is a real person? 
Understanding the type of person we are is a basic point of 

departure of 

our live jour-

ney. To be 

courageous to 

say ‘I am’ 

makes each 

one of us con-

fident and it’s 

the first step to 

nurturing our 

real self - to 

helping us to 

live as real 

person.   

A real person 

is one that is 

"genuine" and 

"earthy". Real 

people do not 

take part in 

hypocrisy and 

lies in order to 

undermine their opponents. Real people often keep friendly 

relationships regardless of their benefits or non-benefits from 

it. In the end, a real person will stand by you, even when the 

fun is gone and life gets rough. 

A person who actually does things society asks of them. 

Someone who has a job, owns property, or has a pension plan. 

It doesn't need to encompass one of those, or necessarily any, 

but they do need to embody some concrete "real" ideal. 

 Understand what it is that will make you happy. Everyone 

has unique requirements for attaining happiness and what 

makes one person happy may be very different from what 

makes someone else happy.Sometimes in looking for this hap-

piness we decide to put on an artificial face,,,Revel in your 

individuality and do not worry about whether or not your de-

sires are comparable to those of your peers. Of cause from the 

Book of Qohelet we learnt that Happiness does not de-

pends on the output but on the quality of the inputs. 

 Make a plan for attaining goals that you believe will make 

you happy. Your mood will very likely increase as your pur-

sue your goal because you will feel better about yourself for 

going after something you value. 

 Surround yourself with happy people. It is easy to begin 

to think negatively when you are surrounded by people who 

think that way. Conversely, if you are around people who are 

happy their emotional state will be infectious. 

 Spend a few minutes each day thinking about the things 

that make you happy. These few minutes will give you the 

opportunity to focus on the positive things in your life and will 

lead you to continued happiness. 
It’s also important to take some time each day to do 

something nice for yourself. Whether you treat yourself to 

lunch, take a long, relaxing bath or simply spend a few extra 

minutes on your appearance you will be subconsciously put-

ting yourself in a better mood. 

Theology /Spiritual reflections     
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Finding the humour in situations can also lead to happiness. 

While there are times that require you to be serious, when it 

is appropriate, find a way to make light of a situation that 

would otherwise make you unhappy. 
Finally, it is important to understand that you deserve happi-

ness. Those who believe that they are not worthy of happi-

ness may subconsciously sabotage their efforts to achieve 

happiness. If necessary, tell yourself each day that you de-

serve to be happy and remind yourself what steps you will 

take to achieve the happiness you desire. 
Looking at who a real person is with the eyes of Jesus. 
Real life is a life filled with fulfillment, acceptance and pur-

pose. We find it in a relationship with Jesus Christ. No one 

in human history has made the claims Jesus made and given 

such great proofs to back them up. He claimed to be God, to 

be able to forgive sins, and to be the only way through 

which we can know God the Father. Jesus backed up those 

claims through his resurrection from the dead. He is, truly, 

the most unique person who ever lived... really, a real 

life.  

The Bible says that Jesus was God who became man -- "The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us."3 He 

was "the exact representation of his [God's] being."4 In 

short, Jesus Christ revealed exactly what God is like. So how 

do we begin a relationship with him? 

 

Choosing Your Own Context 
What should you live for? Wealth? Power? Service? Lon-

gevity? Reason? Love? Faith? Family? God? Virtue? Happi-

ness? Fulfillment? Comfort? Contentment? Integrity? Take a 

look at this list of values. There are hundreds to choose 

from. 

It is important to make a global choice about how to live our 

lives, since this decision sets the context for everything else 

we do. If you don’t choose your context, you get the default/

average context, which means you’re essentially letting oth-

ers dictate your context 

So if you let society dictate your context (which is what will 

happen by default in the absence of conscious choice), 

you will most likely wind up with a very fuzzy and unfo-

cused context or one that’s focused on the wrong spot. Not a 

great choice either way. Certainly it is not the optimal 

choice. Such a context won’t provide you with enough guid-

ance for how to live properly. You’ll spend a lot of time 

guessing your way through life or making a lot of mis-

takes that come back to haunt you later. 

Ultimately if you want to get closer to the “best possible 

life” for you, you have to pick your own context. You can’t 

merely inherit the default context of your society and live up 

to what others expect of you. If you try to conform, you are 

going to waste your life compared to what you might have 

done with it if you chose a better context for your own. 

No one can make this decision for you, but the only thing we 

must take into consideration is to live the virtues. I saw liv-

ing the best possible life as becoming a person of virtue: 

to live with honor, integrity, love, courage, trust, truth, 

justice, humility, compassion, hospitality and the likes….  

 In summary, the real person is the one who…. 

Is himself 

Is aware of his gifts and limitations, appreciate his 

uniqueness and work within that framework 

Respects the others 

Is patient, not putting himself above the other person 

Is free to live his identity 

 

Questions For reflection:  So how are we supposed to figure 

out how to live? Do we simply guess and hope for the best? 

Is there any rational, sane way to make such a hefty deci-

sion? 

 

 Br. Emmanuel Davies 
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HOSPITALLERS IN RESPONSE TO “LAUDATO SI” 

 

H 
ow can we hospitaller brothers 

claim hospitality in this world 

without taking into consideration 

the environment? “When we speak 

of the ‘environment’, what we really mean is a 

relationship existing between nature and the society which lives in it. Nature cannot be regarded as something 

separate from ourselves or as a mere setting in which we live.” (LAUDATO SI’, the encyclical letter of the 

Holy Father Francis on care for our common Home N 139);  It is in this consideration of the environment that 

in the formation center for scholastics in Nairobi that,, we the scholastics apart from our study, put in effort to 

keep our new house beautiful by planting flowers and grass in our field. We are hospitaller brothers dealing 

with the sick. Our houses should be good, clean and beautiful. Because God on the sixth day of creation notice 

that everything was good (Gn1:31).  

Since it is a new house we also try to direct water in one way so that when it rains, they will not be mud 

around the house. So for that we are making 

the gutters in order to have a passage way for 

water.  We scholastics thank in a special way 

the formation team for their participation that 

has understood the ideal of Pope Francis who 

says “if everything is related, then the health 

of a society’s institutions has consequences 

for the environment and the quality of human 

life.”(LAUDATO SI’, the encyclical letter of 

the Holy Father Francis on care for our com-

mon Home N 142).  

 

    

  Br fidele  Sahoungou 
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Was the twinning of colonial-

ism and evangelization of Afri-

ca faulty? Steps towards un-

derstanding missionary activi-

ties in the Coast of Kenya. 

 

 

 

 E 
vangelization is the converting of people 
especially to Christianity. This is coupled 
with                     missionary activities that 

is to say one who takes on a task of evangelizing. Africans 
were from all indications religious people. Was there 
need to be converted?  But Evangelization took place in 

Africa from around the 15th C.  
 

In the African scene, we could confidently di-
vide the efforts of evangelization into three parts. The 
first is the period of antiquity when evangelization was 
mostly in the Northern part of Africa. Some characteris-

tics of this period was the emergence of martyrs like Aga-
tha, Perpetual and Felicitas, we had Fathers like Atha-
nas, Augustine and Origin, the first Theological School of 
Alexandria which was transformed by Origin from Cate-
chetical School to theological school, we had the African 
Popes like Gelasius, Miltiades and  Victor I who official-

ly declared Latin the language of the Church which 
stands till today. Also we can mention the birth of monas-
ticism.  

The second epoch is that termed the Portuguese 

period. This is from the 15th to 18 Century. This a period 
characterized by the yearning to discover the world. 
Prince Henry the Navigator is a champion of this ideolo-
gy who not only limited his desire to know what is going 
on in the world but went even more further to put into 
practice by the construction of a navigation school. The 

Padroado system should also be mentioned of this period. 
This is simply a treaty between the Vatican, Portugal and 
Spain mapping out the world between Spain and                   
Portugal. He also gave opportunity to the nations to take 
charge of the missionary activities and administering the 
local churches. This was how every missionary endeavor 

came up to be the concern of nations. 
 
The missionary movements of the 19th C took a 

stand following the challenges of the Padroado system. 
Before 19th C Portuguese that sponsored missionary activ-
ities faced crisis and the fact that there was exclusivist 

attitude during with the practice of the Padroado system 
that is to say only Portuguese missionaries were involved 

and others excluded in Portuguese missions. This only 

gave way to the 19th C efforts that was very fruitful. The 

marked progress of these period was due to the fact that 

local people were involved and trained for missionary 

activities, we can name Ajayi Crowther, involvement of 

women, etc. 

 

It is with this classroom knowledge that our 

Class of Theology 3C in the Tangaza College had to 

make a move to Mombasa and Malindi, in the coastal 

region of Kenya. This made us travel to discover and 

develop ideas about the missionary activities. We left on 

the 13th of November and came back on 15th November 

2015. 

We kicked of early morning from the college 

where we had gathered. Was a fraternal class-lecturer 

journey because we could nick-named the lecturer, make 

jokes among ourselves. After travelling for many hours 

we felt like as more we move towards Mombasa that’s 

how Mombasa was moving away further. Then, the             

lecturer came up. Dear Brothers this is the journey our 

missionaries were making. We are all tired in the bus but 

just imagine they had to do this on foot for days. Finally 

we arrived at Mombasa where we stayed the night. 
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Next morning, we kicked off for Malindi where 

at the sea site we visited the Vasco da Gama pillar. This 

pillar was constructed in honor of Vasco da Gama who 

passed through Malindi. This is actually a second pillar 

following the destruction of the first located at the sultan’s 

palace. This pillar bears a cross on its apex to show the 

conquer of the cross over Islam. It is also according to 

what we heard used as a sailing direction or a control tow-

er for Malindi is on the west and India on the east of the 

pillar.  

Leaving the Vasco da Gama pillar we visited the 

first chapel. Its one of the oldest chapel that was used by 

the Portuguese. It was constructed with altar facing the 

front wall as was the Pre-Vatican II practice. It is                  

presently a touristic site though Christians gather there 

annually to celebrate the feast of St. Francis Xavier.                 

St. Francis Xavier actually visited this chapel and even 

buried some Christians who died. This was a stopover 

point to India. The windows of the chapel are made in 

such a way that it was difficult for Muslims to attack 

Christians praying.  

Leaving Malindi back to Mombasa we had 

planned to visit the Fort Jesus. The Fort Jesus was built 

between 1593-1596 by the Portuguese. This structure is 
facing the old port to secure the trade route to India for 

Mombasa was the main Portuguese east African base. On 

the Christian part, the plan of the structure as in the photo 

is that of Jesus on the cross with two hands and legs.     

  In 1631 the sultan took the Portuguese by sur-

prise and killed about 80 Portuguese men and women and 

seventy children. A year later the fort was retaken by the 

Portuguese.  It further became a government prison and 

presently a museum. 

As above we can see that the various structures of 

the Portuguese, Jesus was at the centre. Even though we 

have not talked of their ships bearing the cross and the 

Portuguese flag, it is part of the symbol of missionary       

activities cloned to colonialism. We are then sure that               

colonialism and evangelization moved side by side. Do we 

then need to really say colonialism has done bad than 

good? We need not blame anyone. 

                                                                     

   Br. Jacob  Ketchen 

WE ARE CALLED TO LOVE ONE         

ANOTHER JUST LIKE JESUS LOVES US. 
 

L ove 

is not 

love until we give 

it away; just like 

our heavenly fa-

ther gave us his 

only begotten son 

Jesus Christ, to 

die for our sins. 

Therefore love is not love until it is free, 

love in our hearts was not put there to stay, 

we might think love is a treasure to keep, a 

feeling to cherish and hold. But love is a 

treasure for the people to share. We keep it 

by letting it go because love cannot survive 

when it is hidden inside our hearts. There-

fore it is very important to know the follow-

ing sayings, because we are called to love 

one another. 

A smile is not a smile until it wrinkles 

the face. (Let us not pretend to be 

happy when we are not.) 

A home is not a home when there is no-

body there. (Respecting one anoth-

er.) 

A song is not a song without singing. 

(The voice can only be heard when 

spoken.)  

  

                                Br. Michael Mwaba. 
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TELLING GOD ABOUT YOUR SEXUALITY  
 

 M 
any people are some-

what conflicted and 

really not comforta-

ble with sexuality. Our am-

bivalence comes from our 

family and religious educa-

tion. In fact human sexuality 

is not dirty , is not sinful it is 

a gift from God to man as 

part of God`s creation(cf 

Genesis2:1-25).  

 

Also in the Bible the Song of 

Solomon or the Song of 

Songs show that sexuality was 

not a taboo subject and God is not an enemy of sexual 

attraction. The son is a series of sensual and erotic love 

poems between man and woman .outside the song of 

song there are strong statement of God‘s  passion , prof-

ligate love for the world , and  specially for human be-

ings using language taken from human love .To sinful 

rebellious people God says: “I have loved you witch an 

everlasting love. ( Jeremiah  31 : 3 )  you will call me my 

husband  ( Hosea  2 : 14 , 16  ) here the love and fideli-

ty  of God  are described in human passionate love . 

 

In fact telling God the truth about  your sexual attrac-

tion , orientation  , desires impulses and Fantasia  can be 

a great help to our friendship with God  , but also to our 

becoming comfortable  with sexuality . Prayer is 

the  way of telling the truth to God about our sexuality. 

we might go telling God our sexuality in the following 

ways; if you are single and are sexually attracted to 

someone try telling God about  your attraction  about 

how you feel in the presence of this person  about your 

dreams  and what attract you in that person . If you are 

celibate you know that you also have sexual attraction, 

talk with God about your feelings toward your body and 

your sexuality. Tell god what is happening in your heart, 

mind and body. If you are married talk with God about 

your spouse and the sexual attraction  you have on him 

or her .  If you have sexual impulses tell God exactly 

what is going on in your fantasia and body then you will 

find yourself able to manage your sexuality.     

 

     

          Br. Dominique  Faye                        
  

  

 

Trinity: The Holy Spirit is associated 

with Love 
 

T 
he work of the 

Holy Spirit tends 

to be often for-

gotten when we are pray-

ing apart from the charis-

matic groups who put 

stress on the real pres-

ence of the Holy Spirit 

on whatever is happen-

ing. At the beginning of 

each of our prayers as 

Catholics we say “In the 

name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”.  

 

 If we pay attention to our feelings, how love 

comes into our life or how it expresses itself in our hearts, 

we may note that it is like a heat, a fire burning in us. 

That’s how the Holy Spirit works in us. From a personal 

experience in prayer, a silent time of dialogue with God in 

the Holy Sacrament kept in the tabernacle, I can feel some-

thing deep inside, giving me consolation, joy. For me, that 

is God, that is the Holy Spirit communicating Himself to 

me. And we all accept that the Holy Spirit is the Paraclete 

sent from the Father to communicate to us and make us 

understand the work of God in us.  

 

 In love, when there is a deep connection between 

two, there appears telepathy or an intuitive recognition of 

what could happen. In the same way when our prayer 

makes us more connected to our Father, through the Holy 

Spirit, He communicates to us a sense of been alert on 

what could happen to us to some extent. Sometimes we are 

somewhere and we just start feeling uneasy and as soon as 

we move from there an accident or an incident may hap-

pen there. And we wonder what has really spoken to us. 

  

That is for me the Holy Spirit working in us, 

communicating to us the real presence of the Father in our 

lives. It shows that our prayer to the Father and the Son is 

through the Holy Spirit that really works in us like love 

and is therefore “love” in our triune God.  

 

  Br. Hugues Assou 

Theology /Spiritual reflections     



23             The Scholasticate Glance Mag,  Vol 1, Issue 1, January 2016 

 

L e Pape François a 
rendu sa première 

visite apostolique à 
l’Afrique, en commençant 
par le Kenya. 

Le Pape François, en début d’après-midi ce jeudi 26 
novembre, est allé à la rencontre du clergé, des reli-
gieux, religieuses et des séminaristes kenyans. Tous 
étaient rassemblés sur le terrain de sport de la St Ma-
ry’s School, une école de l’archidiocèse de Nairobi où 
avait été dressé un grand chapiteau.   

C’est un discours vigoureux, qui interpelle, mais aussi 
qui encourage avec bienveillance, que le Pape a sou-
haité délivrer devant le clergé kenyan. Le Saint-Père a 
indiqué que «dans la prêtrise ou la vie consacrée il 
faut entrer par la porte, et la porte c’est le Christ». 
«Ne vous éloignez jamais de Jésus», a-t-il déclaré, in-

sistant sur l’importance de la prière. «N’arrêtez ja-
mais de prier, n’abandonnez pas la prière». «Si un 
religieux, un prêtre abandonne la prière son âme de-
vient sèche, il a une mauvaise âme», a souligné le 
Pape, rappelant que «se consacrer à Dieu c’est servir 
et non pas se servir ».  

Dans ce discours, totalement improvisé, le Saint-Père 
a une nouvelle fois mis en garde contre la tentation 
de vouloir suivre le Christ par ambition, par intérêt de 
pouvoir ou d’argent, et il a rappelé que «l’Eglise n’est 
pas une entreprise, une ONG mais un mystère, celui 
du regard de Jésus qui invite à le suivre ». Mais, a-t-il 
fait observer en interpellant son auditoire, nous 
sommes tous des pêcheurs, quand Jésus nous appelle, 
il ne nous canonise pas». 

 
Nos remerciements au Saint Père pour ses paroles 
d’encouragement et d’interpellation.  
 
    Br. Leopold Gnami 

VISITE DU PAPE FRANÇOIS  

Events/Activities 
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The Scholastic House:                       

a flashback  

 

T he proposal was examined and approved by the 

Order’s General Council during its ordinary ses-

sion held in Rome 15th May 2008 (from the office of the 

scholastic master Br. Leopold Gnami). 

 

Following this decision by the General Definitory of Rome, 

the Provincial Definitory of Africa in an extraordinary ses-

sion held at Agoenyive, Lome immediately approved the 

decision of the General Council for the opening of a house 

in Nairobi, Kenya with the name St. John of God Formation 

Center.  On the 17th of August 2008 the Provincial Definito-

ry nominated Br. Nicolas NSALE as the scholastic master.  

His nomination was followed by a trip of the then Provin-

cial of Africa Br. Robert CHAKANA for two reasons.  First 

to put before the Ordinary of the Archdiocese of Nairobi the 

vision of the Order with regards to the initial formation of 

its scholastics and secondly to find a place where the future 

scholastic house could be erected.   

 

The Order received a positive response from His Eminence 

John Cardinal Njue, Archbishop of Nairobi substantiated 

by an official letter from his office signed 30th September 

2008 (from the office of the scholastic master Br. Leopold 

Gnami). Due to impossibilities to acquire a house for pur-

chase, the scholastic community had to stay in a rented 

house which belongs to the Dominican Brothers with hope 

to build a new house for the Order.  The General Curia 

being aware of how urgent the situation was, billed out 

300,000 Euros  since 2009 for the purchase of a parcel of 

land on which was to be built the community of the inter 

provincial scholastic house.  Br. Nicolas arrived on the 3rd 

of September 2008 followed by the first batch of six scholas-

tics on 23rd of the same month.  Among them were three 

Togolese, one Mozambican, one Sierra Leonean and one 

Ghanaian (from the office of the scholastic master Br. Leo-

pold Gnami).   

 

In November 

2013 the Order 

was able to com-

plete the erection 

of its own scho-

lastic house in 

Karen, Nairobi 

which was 

blessed and 

opened on the 

15th by His Lord-

ship Bishop David Kamao, auxiliary bishop of the Archdio-

cese of Nairobi. This occasion was coupled with the solemn 

profession of Bro. Jacob Ketchen received by the Prior 

General Bro. Jesus Etayo.  From the first batch of scholas-

tics that arrived in Kenya in 2008 up to the present group of 

2015 which includes four scholastics from Cameroon, Libe-

ria and Zambia, the scholastic house has seen more than 

forty young hospitallers passed through its doors.  

                     

      Br. Standford Moore 

Fra. Rudolf Knopp on the site of the present Scholasticate 

house 

First group of Brothers with their friends in  2009 
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EXTRA CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES, AN      

INTEGRITIVE AND HOLISTIC EDUCATION” 
 

 

E ducat ion 
is meant 
to be ho-

listic. It is in this 
view that Tangaza 
University College 
deems it necessary to 
make her learning 
system not only aca-

demic but also holis-
tic. In so doing, during each academic year, Tangaza University 
College organizes extra curriculum activities such as: Tangaza 
Cultural Week, Tangaza Sport Day, Tangaza Football Tourna-
ment and many others. During each of these activities, students 
participate showing their respective talents. They also take it as 

an opportunity to learn from each other and thereby enriching 
their knowledge in one way or the other.                                                     

 

TANGAZA CULTURAL WEEK 
          Tangaza University College is an international communi-
ty. She has approximately eighty (80) nationals. She has stu-

dents from almost all of the continents of the world.  This rich-
ness of students from all parts of the world, with their diversity 
of cultures make the cultural day a memorable occasion that one 
should not miss. 

 
          During the cul-

tural week, the flags of 
various countries pre-
sent within Tangaza 
are hung up on campus. 
Countries are given the 
opportunity to expose 

something of their cul-
ture each day. Moreo-
ver, students are also 

given the opportunity to dress in their cultural attire. In this 
way, the students try to communicate their cultures. The Cultur-
al Week climaxes with a day termed as “Cultural Day.” On the 

Cultural Day Mrs. and Mr. Culture are chosen based on their 
cultural exhibition during the contest. On this day also, various 
countries are called on stage in procession with their flags. They 
are given the chance 
to exhibit a cultural 
dance, a cultural 

song or a drama.  
 
          One of the 
interesting things 
on this day is the 
lunch. Each coun-

try prepares her 
cultural dish which is then displayed. During lunch one is free 
to eat from the dish of any country. Everyone is encouraged to 
make a round to have a taste of the dishes of other cultures. In 
this way, students get to know the cultural food of other coun-
tries. In sharing this cultural meal, the Tangaza family goes 

beyond this saying: “Whenever an individual has not tasted the 
dish prepared by another mother, he/she might claim his mother 
to be the best cook.” In another words, whenever, one has not 
tasted the dish of other cultures, he/she might claim that the 

dish of his/her country is the best.

 

TANGAZA FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 
           
In the view of forming students in all dimensions, human di-
mension, spiritual dimension, intellectual dimension, social 

dimension etc, Tangaza University College deems it necessary to 
organize a football tournament each academic year. During the 
tournament, religious communities and the lay are formed into 
teams.  
           
It is in this light that the Hospitaller Brothers of St. John of 

God were placed in the same group stage with the Salesians, the 
Benedictines, and the congregation of the Holy Cross academic 
year 2014/2015.  The Hospitaller Brothers lost their first game 
against the Benedictine community (3-0). They also lost their 
second game against the Salesians of Don Bosco (2-0). However, 
they were able to get a consolation of free three points due to the 

failure of the Holy 
Cross community to 
appear on the pitch. 
Despite the elimina-
tion of the Hospitaller 
Brothers from the 

tournament, they were 
awarded a certificate 
of participation at the 
end of the tourna-
ment. 
          

 In the tournament of the academic year 2015/2016, the Hospi-
taller Brothers were again placed in the same group with the 
Salesians, the Benedictines and this time round with the Car-
melites (OCD). The Hospitaller Brothers met the Salesians in 
their first game of the tournament and this time performed ex-
traordinarily. We were able to thrash them (3-0) by the same 

margin of goals they gave us in 2014/2015. In their second game 
against the Carmelites (OCD), the Hospitaller Brothers fell once 
again by losing to the Carmelites (4-0). Despite of this great lost, 
the Hospitaller Brothers stood third in the group. In their final 
game of the group stages, the Hospitaller Brothers met again the 
Benedictines but by this time, they ended up with a (0-0) draw 

still maintaining their third place but they were eliminated 
along with the Benedictines. The Hospitaller Brothers ended up 
with four (4) points with a minus one goal. The Carmelites and 
the Salesians were qualified to the next stage of the tournament. 
Once again, the Hospitaller Brothers were awarded at the end of 
the tournament with certificate of appreciation as the MOST 

DESCIPLINED TEAM of the tournament. 

 
CONCLUSION 
          In conclusion all of the above activities are to be integra-
tive and holistic. They aim at forming students in various di-

mensions, human, social, moral, spiritual, intellectual and etc. 
It is also a way of building in the students a fraternal way of 
living. In these activities students learn to share their talents, 
gifts, and their cultural heritage. They also learn to internalize 
the cultural values of other countries or cultures and making 
these values their own.  

  Br. Morris Bendoe 

 

Events/Activities 
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Some of the activities in the for-

mation Centre, in Nairobi Kenya 

 I n the formation house in Nairobi Kenya apart from the 
studies in school, the brothers still carry out other ac-

tivities in the community. Some of these activities are the 
poultry and a rabbit farm in order to provide meat for the 
community. These services are co-ordinated by the superior 
and the scholastics with the help of a co-worker Mr. Ben 
who is an employee in the house.  
      The poultry that we have today started when the Broth-

ers were still renting at the Dominicans friars, but the poul-
try had very few fowls. They were about twenty of them for 
laying eggs that could help the community. But with time 
when the brothers constructed their community in Karen, 
they continued with these few fowls which were layers. But 
at one point the brothers discovered that these fowls could 

not more provide eggs that can serve the community due an 
increase in the numbers of Brothers. So the brothers decided 
to increase the poetry by constructing a new building, this 
time around not more for layers but in order to provide meat 
for the community. This building was constructed by the 
brothers of the community who put their different talents 

together. To be more specific the building was constructed 
in December 2014 during the Christmas holidays since most 

of these bothers 
are schooling in 
Tangaza univer-
sity College Nai-

robi, Kenya. This 
was through the 
initiative of the 

superior Rev, br. 
Leopold and the 
others formation 
team members 
Rev. Br Raphael 

and Rev. Br. 
Jacob. The work 
was actually 
done by the 
scholastics that are schooling In Tangza University College. 
Today the poetry is able to provide at least 100 fowls every 

two months for the community. In this way the community 
members are actually sure of the meat they are consuming. 
This also provides some profits for the community, that is 
when the community buys young chicks and food to feed 
them, at the end of every two month the community is able 
have some profit from the fowls. 

        Apart from this poultry where the community rears 
agric fowls, there is also another smaller poetry for the local 
fowls. This smaller poetry started last year when a priest 
from Mombasa Diocese who was studying in Nairobi and 
staying with the Brothers brought some fowls as a gift to the 
community. The Brothers constructed a small structure 

where these fowls could sleep and later during the day look 
for food by themselves. Today we have about 30 cocks and 
fowls without counting the young ones. These cocks and 
fowls are only eaten occasionally when the Brothers are 

celebrating a special feast in the community.  

These are run by the Scholastics of the community. This is 
done in tours and changes are done after every three 
months. These Brothers also work in collaboration with one 

of our co- workers Mr. Ben who helps in giving food to the 
fowls especially during school periods.  

    

    Br. Primus Kum Meh                                             
     

 WONDERS OF DOGS 

H umans and domestic 

dogs have a close 
relationship for centuries in 
different cultures. This is 
unique bond between humans 

and dogs have survived a 
unique transitional change 
from  mere animals to trusted 
security personnels. Likewise  

Nairobi Scholastic community 
is not in vacuum but in the 
trending relation of trusting 
dogs and reliable companion 

not only to brothers but also to 
our co-workers. 
 
The community has four dogs belonging to German shepherd cate-

gory. The female is the mother of Grow and grandmother of the 
gigantic two dogs without a name. Grow the male, lovable, caring 
and the most aggressive even to the chickens and rabbits does not 
dare to attack unfamiliar face. While the mother and grandmother 

seems to be quiet but protects everything that belong to Nairobi 
community as a mother takes care of the family. As the other two 
they patrol the compound alarming the unfamiliar thing in the 
compound. The names of the dogs have significance to the commu-

nity. Grow means each brother should grow to reach the beatific 
vision, and Patience means we need to be patient in our vocation 
despite the ups and downs. 
These dogs serve as companions to our security personnel as they 

reduce loneliness (Sable, 1995). It source of income to locals. The 
vetinary helps our dogs to be strong and healthy while at the same 
time they make their ends meet. The existence of dogs has helped 
to think outside the box on reaching out and selling out the name 

of brothers.  
 
Dogs are model of respecting 
one anothers difference with-

out judgement. They openly 
show appreciation not waiting 
for tomorrow neither they do 
comply. The amazing out-

standing understanding body 
language,  voice tone and faci-
al that dogs use to communi-
cate to one another is helpful 

to the community members to imitate to enhance their understand-
ing ( Glass. 1994). 
Dogs are not mere pets nor meat neither unuseful animal but a 
companion that reduces loneliness. Humans can learn from it now 

to communicate, relate and appreciate as a community. Without 
appreciating brothers as gifts, it is not worth living. 

                                                                                
    Br. Wisdom Kayange. 
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Putting new wine into new wine 

  skins  

 

I 
t is with this perspective that I 

will like to write on the project of 
the rabbit cages in the scholasti-

cate community of Nairobi.  
 

Rabbits of Cages 
 
During the end of the academic year 
2014- 2015 holiday the Community decided that we should try to 

reconstruct new cages for the rabbits, and also to change the breed 
of the rabbits in order that we could have new breeds. Brother 
Leopold Gnami the superior and master of the scholastics design 
the plan of the new cages. Because the condition of the old cages 

were not so conducive for the rabbits, so when the rabbits give 
birth the young were dying so during the long holiday all the 
brothers in the community put all their effort in the construction 
of the new cages.  

 
The community purchased all the materials that were needed for 
the entire work. The whole work was done by the Brothers in the 
community. During the work we discovered that the Brothers were 

having various technical knowhow. That is to say brothers are 
capable of doing many things for their communities, if they are 
motivated with the presence of the community leaders. This partic-
ular project of rabbits in the Scholasticate community of Nairobi 

Kenya, should serve as an example for the other communities in 
our Provinces of Africa. That is to say each community should try 
to embark on small scale agricultural ventures. This will help our 
communities in one way or the other.   

       
   The Scholasticate 
community will like to 
update the whole prov-

inces in the Order that 
we are trying to hold 
hands together in vari-
ous agricultural activi-

ties. All these activities 
have been undertaken 
by the Brother in the 
community. All the 

brothers have tried to 
put their talents togeth-
er for the achievement 
of the various projects 

in the community.                
    The community 

would like to do more but due to the lack of funds we are limited to 
do what we can do.  We will like other communities in the various 

Provinces of the Order to help us with funds, which will enable us 
to do more. Because we need some funds which will enable us to 
purchase materials that would be used for the various proposed 
projects which the community has in mind to do in the coming 

years for the development of our community agricultural projects. 
As it is seen on the two pictures below, the community has tried to 
change the cages into new ones. 
 

The old cages were having few shells for the rabbits, the ventila-
tion of those cages was very poor and this was causing the death of 
the rabbits. It even causes low rate of production of rabbits. With 

the new model of cages constructed by the Brothers, they contain a 
total of thirty-two shells (Rooms). The new structures are well 
ventilated which has given a good atmosphere for the rabbits to 

multiply very rapidly. The community has also changed the breed 

of rabbit with those of high breeds. With the creativity of the 
Brothers they cross those high breeds with the previous breeds of 
rabbits which were in the community. This has been very success-
ful for the community now the rabbits are producing very rapidly.  

  Many of our visitors who come in the community admire the 
creativity of the community and they always asked who design the 
cages for you? The brothers answer with confidence that we did the 
construction by ourselves and for ourselves. Other religious com-

munities have visited us in order that we assist them in their own 

project by giving them copy right of our own design.                              

  Br. Richard Alimamy Kabia. OH.   

 

OUR APOSTOLATE IN NAIROBI 

T hrough our fourth vow which is the vow of Hospitality, 
we engage ourselves to treat the sick and to assist those in 
need especially the poor. Despite the fact that we do not 

have our own structure in 

Nairobi for the apostolate 
we make ours the mission 
to visit the sick and to 
assist spiritually and fi-

nancially according to our 
possibility the needy who 
come almost every day at 
our gate seeking for help. 

We put effort to remain 
available to all who come 
to us by giving them a 
particular attention by 

listening to them, by 
comforting them 
with words and 
prayers. 

 
        During the 
Lenten season, we 
abstain ourselves of 

buying drinks, we 
reduce the quantity 
of the fruits we use 
to take and we enjoy 

ourselves with a very 
simple meal in order 
to save money and to 
assist the needy who 

come to our gate 
seeking for help. 
Last year, the money saved during the Lenten season was used to 
buy some rice, soap, sugar, salt and oil to assist some people among 

those who are most in need in ‘KIBERA’ the biggest slum of Ken-
ya. On top of what we bought, the brothers volunteer to give some 
of their clothes, bags and others things that can be useful. This 
year, the money saved during the Lenten season served to help a 

poor widow living with a daughter and two granddaughters, who 
used to go from one community to another seeking for help. We 
help her to start her own business so that she can be able to take 
care of her family.      
 

  ‘FATEBENEFRATELLI’ used to say our father Saint 
John of God and this means do good to yourselves my broth-
ers because he believes that by doing good to others, one is 
doing good to oneself. 
                                                                                                                  
        Br LENGUE E. Emmanuel. 
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Scholasticate of the 

Hospitaller Brothers   
of St John of God 

 

 
 

Po Box 443  Karen                                                                                                   

0502-Nairobi 

KENYA 

Phone: +254-771285118 

Email: scholasticate.nairobi@gmail.com 

 

For more Information  

Join us on : 

FACEBOOK:  St John of 

God Scholasticate-Nairobi 

On our Official web: 

www.ohsjd.org 

   The Hospitaller Order of St.John of God is a 

Religious Order in the Catholic Church.  

It draws its inspiration from the life, exam-

ple and teaching of its founder - St.John of 

God. The basis of his life, example and 

teaching was a deep sense of hospitality 

which opened him to every person he met 

and moved him to do everything in his 

power to help them in to maintain, deep-

en and perpetuate this towards others as 

an integral part of the life of God's People, 

carries out a wide range of health and so-

cial service activities in 51 countries and an 

in every continent. The Co-workers who 

partner the Brothers in their activi-

ties number approximately 45,000.   
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